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The Spirit of All Souls  

Coming Home  
òSometimes people hit upon a place to which they mysteriously feel they belong.  
Here is the home they sought, and they will settle amid scenes that they have never 
seen before, among people they have never known, as though they were familiar to 
them from their birth.  Here at last do they find rest.ó ðSomerset Maugham 
 
Every year on the first Sunday after Labor Day, we  
celebrate the spiritual home we have found together  
here at All Souls Church. Itõs a time to reconnect with  
the mysterious feeling of belonging that first drew us  
to this unique congregation, and to reflect on how our  
attachment to All Souls has grown through so many  
Sundays shared, so many relationships formed, so many 
prayers offered and struggles endured. All of it deepening our  
commitment to this community and to our faith. 

Come share in our Homecoming Celebration on Sunday September 13, 
when we resume our regular schedule of services at 9:30 and 11:15.  
The choirs return from their summer hiatus, the childrenõs religious  
education program begins another year, and you will have the opportunity 
to discover new opportunities to deepen your spirit and serve your  
community. Lively fellowship and food will follow both services.  
Welcome home! 

Love, ROB 

On September 13, we return to our schedule of 
two services every Sunday at 9:30 and 11:15 am. 

http://www.all-souls.org
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September Worship Services  

Homecoming Sunday  
September 13 

 

Please join us on Homecoming Sunday, 
September 13, (when we return to  
two servicesñ9:30 and 11:15 am)  
for the beginning of a new church and a 
celebration of the power of community. 
Rev. Hardies will preach and the All 
Souls Choir will provide the music,  
as we celebrate a new year in the life 
our community. Each service will be 
followed by special events, including 
music, food, and good times. 

Welcome new staff  
We are pleased to start the church year with  
two new staff members. Office Manager Bill 
Bridges will cover the front office Monday 
through Friday during the day and supervise  
the evening and weekend front desk staff. Bill, 
who has been covering the front desk this  
summer, has extensive management experience.  

Interim Membership Manager Amy Mulry,  
in her part-time position (Sundays and flexible 
hours during the week) will handle the new 
member introduction and orientation sessions 
and strengthen membersõ connections to ASCõs volunteer 
opportunities. Amy most recently worked as a development 
officer at George Washington University. 

We will be conducting a search for a permanent full-time 
membership director for the 2010ð11 church year.  

Heartfelt thanks to the members of the interview team:  
Judith Bauer, Rob Hardies, Lynne Heltman, and Martha 
Ketelle. 

Please stop by and welcome both Bill and Amy to our staff. 

6  òThe Age of Anxietyó Guest minister Rev. Amanda 
Poppei. The Rev. Amanda Poppei, a former member of All 
Souls, is now senior leader at the Washington Ethical Society. 
 
Sept. 13, Homecoming Sunday, return to two  
services at 9:30 and 11:15 am. 
 
13 òTake My Handó Rev. Hardies. On Homecoming 
Sunday we celebrate the power of spiritual community to 
see us through difficult times, and recommit ourselves to 
the spiritual practice of solidarity. 
 
20  òShaking the Foundationsó Rev. Hardies. What  
if we could see the world and ourselves from a distance, 
such that each of us was no longer the center of our own 
universe? What difference would such a radical shift in  
perspective make in our lives? 
 
27 òA Sense of Purposeó Rev. Lynngood. We all wish to 
live in a way that is meaningful, and yet we frequently feel 
adrift or unsure that we are on the right path.  This morning 
weõll examine what calling means for our individual lives 
and our larger church community. 
 
Oct. 4, òThe Devil You Knowó Rev. Hardies. òBetter 
the devil you know,ó warns the old adage, òthan the devil 
you donõt.ó But what happens when the òdeviló we know 
best is ourselves? In a world where structures of oppression 
and injustice implicate us all, how do we confront and resist 
evil when we encounter it within us?  

2010 Budget Planning.  It is once 
again budget season. Between now and the 
annual meeting in early December we will 
be developing our 2010 budget. If you have 
an item or project you would like to see  
included in the budget, send your request to 
Katie Loughary (kloughary@allsouls.ws). 
You will find a copy of the 2010 budget  
calendar and a budget request form on our 
website. Initial budget requests are due to 
Katie by Sept 14. 
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Letter 
from 
the 
BOT  

Once again we begin this Letter with a huge òthank youó to the members of All Souls 
Church for participating in a congregational meeting. On August 9, by a vote of 175 to 
17, the congregation passed an amendment to our bylaws that allows for the resignation  
of a trustee, that allows the Board of Trustees to remove a trustee by vote of seven of the 
nine trustees then in office, or alternatively, that allows the congregation to remove a 
trustee by majority vote at an annual or special meeting. We appreciate your time, your 
input, and your support.  
 

What happens next?  
As trustees, we are planning the following steps, and we invite you to share your own 
ideas and suggestions for next steps with us as well.  

At the August 27 Board meeting, we voted eight to one to remove Taylar Nuevelle  
as a member of the Board of Trustees. We also created an Ad Hoc Governance  
Review Committee through December 2010 and charged it to review all of our  
governance documents over the next few months and bring recommendations for 
change to the congregation. 
Beginning in September, we will regularly have a table in Pierce Hall where one or 
more Board members will be on hand between services and after the second service  
to hear suggestions, complaints, greetings, etc. 
Also in September, we will hold a retreat session of Board members, church officers, 
staff, and member of the Committee on Ministry to focus on lessons learned over  
the past months and on how we can move forward constructively and with love to 
continue to do the important business of our church. 

 

Whatõs happening with Visioning?  
The All Souls Visioning Committee thanks everyone who has so far participated in a  
Visioning session, and invites as many of you as possible to participate in September and 
October. The important visioning dates are listed below, but in addition, facilitators from 
the Committee, church officers, and the Board stand ready to come to your committee, 
covenant, chalice, or other group to conduct a session, short or long, depending on the 
time you can devote to this. Please contact the Committee (all.souls.2020@gmail.com) 
to set up a session. 
 

Thanks again and we look forward to a blessed and productive church year together.  
Erika Landberg, President 

Visioning this fall  
 

SeptemberðOctober: Visioning sessions with as many 
committees and small groups as possible. 

September 27: a focus on Visioning as part of the church 
service. 

September 27: a special multimedia Visioning event in the 
Sanctuary (1:00-2:30 pm), convened by the Green Souls. 

October 17: all-congregation, all-day Visioning gathering. 

mailto:all.souls.2020@gmail.com
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Each summer I prepare for the upcoming startup through October. This year, with my  
sabbatical time beginning then, my preparation has been fuller and deeper and wider. It  
meant that my summer reading didnõt happen though I accumulated an ever-growing pile  
to start October 1. My summer journeys and activities were similarly limited. My husband, 
when I say something like òIõll cleanout the refrigerator in October,ó responds that with all my 
plans and books and mini-sojourns I will have no time to sleep before my return in February. 

As the summer wound down and as the òto-doõsó became more pressing, I turned my attention 
to the childrenõs library, which, last catalogued in the 1970s, needed immediate attention. 
What fueled my interest was a collegial listserve raving about www.librarything.com, a social 
utility and organizational site created for book lovers. It has 819,990 members, the size of a 
small city, who between them have catalogued 43 million books. 

I finished up the task in August. Iõm proud of our library ð a multicultural, multi-ethnic, multi-
faith collection ð which can now be easily accessed, allowing us to bring more reflections to 
recurring themes in our program. We recycled close to 300 books, some with viewpoints that 
seem limited as our needs have changed. Some were so limited in acceptance that we simply 
threw them out. Our library contains more books on families (36) and the environment (26) 
but not enough on friendship (18) or love (6). We have only a single offering on questioning, 
which is troubling, but surprisingly eight on joy! One paper childrenõs book, The Nubie by  
Cordia Booth (1974), is worth $50 in good condition at Amazon, and the Smithsonian library 
lends it out very selectively, careful to keep it in good condition for its early African-American 
illustration. 

As each title is catalogued, information about the book, even the cover, is automatically  
accessed from the Library of Congress or Amazon. Additionally, little pieces of information 
are offered: how many others have this book in their library and how they have reviewed, 
rated, and ð best yet ­ð òtaggedó it. At first I was so grateful for the ease with which a  
seemingly impossible task was managed that I didnõt pay any attention to my fellow 818,989 
members and their tomes. But as I continued with our 500 childrenõs books, I wondered why 
we were the only ones reading Allah Created Everything or ð one of my favorites ð Helen and  
the Great Quiet. Comparing our library to others, religiously-themed childrenõs books were far 
less prevalent, though the Harry Potter books, the Hobbit, and the DaVinci Code are the most  
oft-catalogued across the site. It might not surprise anyone that Where the Wild Things Are  
shows up in almost 5000 other libraries. And yet, The Nubie, is in only ours. 

I havenõt put The Nubie back on the childrenõs shelf yet and may not, as I am unsure how  
we would now use it. But I will keep it. As a reminder. That we at All Souls have had and  
continue to have a story about the world to tell our children, our neighborhood, and our  
city. It is a story of love and healing, or as my Hebrew-speaking friends say, of tikkun olam ð  
a story to help repair the world. This month, we will start again, one story at a time. 

See you in church! 

Gabrielle Farrell, Director of Religious Education Ministries 
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http://www.librarything.com/
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September RE calendar  
 
13  Å ASC Ingathering Service. Families attend entire service together. 

Worship kits available from ushers. Childcare available for children  
5 and under 

 
19 Å (Saturday) Teacher Ingathering (Training) 
 
20 Å 9:30 & 11:15: RE Classes Begin! 

10:00 & 11:45: Water Ingathering Chapel Service. Please have  
your child bring water from a wonder-filled moment this summer. 
10:30 Pancake Breakfast for all families with children (NurseryðHS) 
Pinwheels for Peace after each Service ð High-schoolers working 
with Preschoolers 

 
27 Å Parent Orientation with breakfast or lunch after each service.   

 Rev. Hardies in attendance. Scavenger hunt for children planned. 
      Å Gabrielleõs last Sunday before her four-month sabbatical. Nikevia 

Thomas becomes Sabbatical Director of RE Ministries. 

Prospectus and registration  
This year's RE prospectus will be mailed  

to all registered families and will be available 
on the All Souls website in early September. 

The prospectus includes fee information  
and a registration form. All children must  

re-register and pay the annual RE fee.  
Registrations are due by the end of  

September, when some classes may close 
due to size limitations.  

Families new to All Souls  
Join Gabrielle, Nikevia Thomas, and Dawn 
Star Borchelt at the Pancake Breakfast on 
Sunday, September 20. Gabrielle also invites 
you to call (202 332-5266 x 112) to talk 
about your hopes for your child's religious 
education (and your own too!). Or look for 
her at the Pancake Breakfast ð look for the 
New Families sign.  

Congratulations to Dawn Star  
Borchelt, All Soulsõ Youth Coordinator  
on the birth of her daughter, Day Eleanor 
Sarahs-Borchelt, born at home on July 22, 
a wee bit early but healthy into her 
Daddy's hands.  

Water Communion Ceremony.  
On Sunday, September 20, the first full 
day of RE classes, we gather water from  

all of our summer memories into one  
vessel, representing the uniting of  
individuals into one community. 
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Keep up with events sponsored by the Unitarian Universalists for Social Justice, Inc. of the Baltimore-Washington-
Northern Virginia Region. Click on òcalendaró at www.uusj.org. 

Crossing borders. I grew up in El Paso, Texas, with an inner sense of two countries and 

multiple cultures that felt common and natural. In a region where Mexican, Spanish, Native 
American, Euro-American, and military families connected or collided, life was rich with  
difference. My childhood and young adult experience was of crossing into Mexico several 
times a month for dinner, shopping, museums, or service with my Presbyterian church. 

Sadly, this is definitely not the norm now. Tensions along the border have increased,  
immigration issues are mounting, dual economies are strained, and in certain regions, drug 
cartel violence has escalated to epic proportions. Many people in El Paso never cross the  
Rio Grande at all, and residents of Juarez are screened more and more heavily as they attempt 
to enter the United States. I miss the simpler border world of my youth, where crossing was 
part of holding two nations side by side, appreciating both and learning from the contrasts.  
At the same time, I now understand that the ease I experienced always came from privilegeñ
of citizenship, education, race, and class. 

Iõve been eager to explore that world once again with a different lens and greater multicultural 
and multiracial understanding. This fall, a group from All Souls will have that opportunity  
to travel and explore along the border, on an October 31ðNovember 7 service and 
learning trip . Consider making this journey to both contribute and receive, and to bring 
back some of the experience to our All Souls congregation. 

We will be traveling with Border Links across the Arizona border, a region significantly less 
violent than Ciudad Juarez/El Paso or Tijuana/San Diego. You can learn much about the  
organization and their rich model of participation and reflection at www.borderlinks.org. Our 
group will be writing as part of our learning, and will meet at All Souls in this process, on two 
Wednesdays (September 30, October 14), and two Tuesdays (November 17 and December 
8). You will be free to choose your own format for written reflection, and to share as little or 
as much as you prefer. Donõt feel you need to identify as òwriteró to be in this process! 

Please attend an important information meeting  on Tuesday, September 8, at 7:00 pm  
if you are interested. Costs and budget will be available, including airfare to Tucson.  

Deadline to register is Monday, September 21, with all forms and $100 trip fee.  

Thank you for considering this Social Justice Ministry of crossing borders, geographically  
and figuratively, as we grow in multicultural awareness together. I know it will inform  
our lives in our home region, in our church neighborhood, and the nationõs legislative  
and political center.  

Blessings, Louise Green, Minister of Social Justice 
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All Souls in the neighborhood.  The Social Justice Ministries ESL program is 
looking for volunteers. This is a great opportunity to build community with folks from the  
surrounding neighborhoods and get to know other All Souls members at the same time. We 
hope you'll be interested in one or more of the following: 

Teaching or tutoring English as a Second Language (commitment is for at least six out of 
ten Sundays, plus a day of training); 
Helping to test, place, and register new students; 
Helping with administrative tasks such as making up class lists, keeping attendance records, etc.; 
Planning and/or attending special social/community-building events; or 
Serving as a "hospitality volunteer" to welcome teachers, tutors, and students and make 
sure they find their way to the correct classroom. 

Basic information 
Teacher & tutor training: Sat., Sept. 26, 10:00 am-3:00 pm. 
Registration for students: Sun., Sept. 27: 1:00-3:00 pm; Sun., Oct. 4, 12:30-1:30 pm. 
Classes: 10 Sundays, [Starting Oct. 4, and 11, 18, 25, Nov. 8, 15, 22, (no class on  
Thanksgiving weekend), Dec. 6, 13] 1:15-3:00 pm. 

If you're interested in working with the program, come to a brief information session after church on  
Sept. 13 or contact Shirley Thompson at shirl.thom@gmail.com.  

Ȱ4ÈÁÎË ÙÏÕȱ ÂÒÅÁËÆÁÓÔ ÆÏÒ "Ǫ" ÈÏÓÔÓ  

Did you know that since January 2009, the B&B program at All Souls has raised nearly $17,000  
for the churchõs annual budget? About half our visitors came during the Inauguration, so we wonõt 
have this windfall annually, but itõs still a great way to raise church revenue. 

Weõre very grateful to our 56 host families for their generosity and hope theyõll join us for  
breakfast in the Library on the last Sunday in September, between services, for a òthank-youó  
from Rev. Rob Hardies and other church leaders. A general question and answer session will  
be offered as well as some òhelpful hints for hosts.ó 

If you didnõt sign up as a host family last year, but have an unused bedroom that could house  
a short-term visitor, we invite you to join us, also! We are especially looking for more families  
that live within easy walking distance of a Metro stop or direct bus service to downtown DC. 

The program has a minimum two-day stay; most visitors stay two to three days. Many are  
interesting, intrepid, fun-to-host UUs from around the country. As of August, nearly all our  
hosts have had a visitor. Visitors are placed according to their answers on the online registration 
form. Marion Connell, the volunteer B&B coordinator, compares guest forms with host forms,  
carefully matching visitors and hosts. Happy stays build strong word of mouth and repeat business. 
We will be happy to answer any questions you have about the process at the breakfast. 

Please join us! Coffee and continental breakfast (the kind we ask you to provide our guests) will be  
provided. Katie Loughary, the churchõs executive director, has promised to attend with her laptop, so 
we can sign up new host families then and there. Existing host families will also be encouraged to update 
their information. If you are interested in being a host family, but cannot attend the breakfast, please 
contact Laurie Lester (lesterlaura@gmail.com) or Marion Connell (mfconnell@msn.com). 

We look forward to seeing all current and future hosts in the Library on Sunday, September 27, 
10:30ð11:30 am! 

mailto:shirl.thom@gmail.com
mailto:lauralester@gmail.com
mailto:mfconnell@msn.com
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Silver Souls is proud to present Angela Powell in recital Sunday, November 1 at 3:00 pm. At the  
recital, entitled An Afternoon of Elegance, Ms. Powell, accompanied by Carlos Rodriquez, will  
perform works by various composers including Richard Strauss, Giuseppe Verdi, Cole Porter,  
Hall Johnson and others.  

Critically acclaimed throughout the United States and Europe for her òquintessential lyric soprano 
voice,ó soloist Angela Powell personifies the highest standards of artistic performance in todayõs  
classical music world. 

She has appeared in numerous operatic roles, including the title role in Carlisle Floydõs Susannah,  
Le Contessa in Le Nozze di Figaro, Rosalinda in Die Fledermaus, Micaela in Carmen, Donna Elvira in 
Don Giovanni and is a long-time favorite of concert audiences at the Kennedy Center in Washington, 
D.C. Her work has been enthusiastically received at the Metropolitan Opera House in New York 
City, and by audiences in Rome, Prague, and Vienna..  

In addition to her performing credits, Ms. Powell is highly sought after as a voice 
pedagogue. A graduate of Oberlin Conservatory (BM) and the University of  
Maryland (MM), Ms. Powell has her own private voice studio, does workshops  
for many of the leading professional choruses and church choirs in the Washington 
Metropolitan and teaches voice at the Duke Ellington School for the Arts. She has 
worked with the All Soulõs Unitarian Choir helping with their sound production  
and has appeared as their Soprano section leader over the past 9 years.  

Tickets for the recital are $25.00 for adults and $15.00 for students. Beginning Home-
coming Sunday, September 13, and most Sundays thereafter you can buy your ticket  
at the Silver Souls Table in Pierce Hall. At the table, there will also be materials on how 
you might financially support this effort with various sponsorships, memorial tributes, 
program ads and more. You can also order tickets online by following the link at 
www.all-souls.org. All profits will benefit the ministries at All Souls Church.  

Sunday, October 4, 6:00. New Orleans clarinetist Evan Christopher combines  

virtuosity and a highly individual sound with a deep commitment to celebrating  

the traditions and exploring the musical possibilities of New Orleans Jazz. With  

his ensemble and the Jubilee Singers heõll perform his new composition, Waltz for 

All Souls, in honor of our churchõs commitment to All Souls in New Orleans.  

Celebration and CD signing will follow, with opportunities to learn more about 

our work in New Orleans will follow. Part of the Jazz Vespers Series and Social 

Justice Ministries. Proceeds will benefit our partner organizations in the Lower 

Ninth Ward. Contact Mary Taylor (taylor_maryf@yahoo.com). 

New Orleans Concert and Festival  

An Afternoon of Elegance  

Music at All Souls Church  

http://www.all-souls.org/
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The All Souls Jubilee Singers welcome new and prospective members to their  
2009ð10 season kick-off rehearsal on Tuesday, September 8, at 7:30 pm. We  
believe that music can be powerful, uplifting, and therapeutic and that it can  
promote social change toward a better world. Our repertoire is selected from  
music that promotes love, healing, social justice, and care for our earth. It is drawn 
from many genres including spirituals, gospel, blues, jazz, and styles from cultures 
around the world. We rehearse weekly, on Tuesday evenings, and provide music  
for services at All Souls Church once a month, usually on the third Sunday.  
Additionally, we perform for various special engagements about once per month. 
Some of our special engagements for the upcoming season include: 

a New Orleans Benefit and Jazz Vespers program in October featuring the  
exciting, internationally acclaimed New Orleans clarinetist Evan Christopher; 

joint singing with the Middle Collegiate Church Gospel Choir from NYC; 

a special Latin American Las Posadas-styled service at All Souls in December; 

singing at a community Martin Luther King, Jr. memorial program with other 
vocal groups from the metropolitan area; and  

a collaboration with the All Souls KUUMBA Players for a stage production 
about the Fisk Jubilee Singers in March.  

We seek individuals with a spirit of commitment who love to sing, can carry a tune 
and match pitch. Share your passion for music with us. Church membership is not 
required and there is no audition. If you are interested or have questions, contact 
Lenard Starks (lstarks@allsouls.ws or 301 633-6559) and plan to attend the kick-off 
rehearsal on September 8.  

Join the Jubilee Singers  

A USERS GUIDE TO  

THE ALL SOULS CHOIR 
The All Souls Choir is an intentionally inclusive choir committed 
to quality music making, diversity of musical style, and bulding 
community. Our music ranges from Eric Whitacre to African 
American gospel to songs from Latin America to French ba-
roque and Buddhist chant. 

Just show up at a rehearsal (SeptemberïJune, Thursday  
evenings, 7:30ï9:30, in the Sanctuary) or feel free to contact 
our choir coordinator, Tom Colohan (tcolohan@allsouls.ws)  
for more information. 

John Strang, All Souls Choir Director 
Angela Powell, Vocal Coach 
Thomas Colohan, Interim Music Director (and Choir Coordinator) 

YOU WILL BE WELCOMED! 
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Women & Religion retreat.  
Oct. 16ð18, Bishop Claggett Center, 
Buckeytown MD (not far from Frederick, 
directions at www.bishopclaggett.org). 
This year, at the Joseph Priestly Districtõs 
annual retreat, Anne Mason and Sonny 
Ditzler lead a weekend workshop using 
meditation, breathing, singing, drumming, 
and other activities to help women reclaim 
the power of their bodies and voices.  
Register by September 30. More at 
www.jpdwr.org.  

20011 Neighborhood Group. 
Saturday, October 3, 5:30ð9:00 pm. Bring  
a dish to share and meet other All Souls  
congregants in the neighborhood at this 
groupõs first get together at the home of 
Jenny and Zora Pauk (409 Randolph Street 
NW). RSVP to 202 829-2604. 

Autumn Soul -stice 2009: Discovering Soulful 
Support.  Sat., Sept. 26. 8:00 amð2:30 pm. A day of  
spiritual reflection and community gathering. In the spirit  
of finding support both within and without, you will have  
the opportunity to:  

spend time one-on-one with Rev. Shana Lynngood; 
learn about and practice chi kung, an ancient Chinese  
healing art; 
engage in guided journaling; 
walk a labyrinth; 
sing along with your All Souls community; 
practice meditation, both silently and in the Tao  
tradition; and 
learn about the All Souls small-group ministry program, 
including covenant groups and chalice circles. 

Register every Sunday at the table in Pierce Hall, where you 
can also ask questions. We are asking for a $20  
donation to ASC. Dori (own_boss123@yahoo.com). 

Black Folk Potluck.  First gathering of the new church year. Sat., Sept. 
12, 6:00 pm, home of Margaret and Zenzi Summers (1297 Delaware Ave. 
SW/ 202-863-2641). These social gatherings, held one Saturday per month 
for African American and other Black-identified attendees of ASC, are meant 
to create deeper connections among African Americans already attending All 
Souls Church and to offer a welcoming and supportive African American  
presence for those considering All Souls Church as their spiritual home. If you 
would like to be added to our mailing list, please contact Waahida Mbatha 
(waahida@hotmail.com or 202.290.0079). 

 

Happenings 
and  

Opportunities  

Happy gardening days . Whether you are an  
experienced gardener or a novice, there are plenty of fun 
opportunities to care for the flowers and trees at All Souls 
Church this summer and fall. It's a great way to get out-
side, exercise, and spruce up our beautiful church. Join us 
on any of the following Saturday mornings, 9:00 am-12:00 
noon: Sept. 19, Oct. 10, and Nov. 7. Contact Meg Staines 
(202 238-0044 or mstaines@starpower.net).  

http://www.bishopclaggett.org/
http://www.jpdwr.org/
mailto:own_boss123@yahoo.com
mailto:waahida@hotmail.com
mailto:mstaines@starpower.net


11  

 


