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The Spirit of All Souls  

Letter from Rob  

On Christmas Eve, I often share as our benediction this reflection from 
Howard Thurman: 
 

When the song of angels is stilled, 
When the star in the sky is gone, 
When the kings and princes are home, 
When the shepherds are back with their flock, 
The work of Christmas begins: 

to find the lost 
to heal the broken 
to feed the hungry 
to release the prisoner 
to rebuild the nations 
to bring peace among the brothers 
to make music in the heart. 

 
I think itõs helpful to remember Thurmanõs lesson earlier in the holiday season 
rather than later, so that as we get marauded by all the commercials and de-
partment store sales, we can remember the true meaning of the season. 
 

Have a blessed holiday. 

Love, ROB 

All Souls Annual Meeting 
December 6, 1:00 pm, Sanctuary 

http://www.all-souls.org
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December Worship Services  
6 òPeople, Look Eastó Rev. Hardies. òThe extraordinary thing that is about to  
happen,ó writes the minister and author Frederick Buechner, òis matched only by the 
extraordinary moment just before it happens. Advent is the name of that moment.ó 
What is the extraordinary thing that is about to happen in your life? And how might  
you prepare for it?  

13 òSeason of Delightó Rev. Hardies. Must I really be as joyful this season as  
the TV ads and holiday songs suggest? Is joy an essential element of the spiritual life  
or is it something elseésomething like delight?  

20 òThe Christmas PageantñLa Posadaó The Ministers and Friends. This  
year our children present the Christmas story from a different perspective, sharing  
with us the Central American story of La Posada. What happened on that day when 
Mary and Joseph found no room at the Inn?   

27 òKwanzaa Celebrationó Rev. Lynngood and Friends. Join us for our annual 
honoring of Kwanzaa. In addition to our regular celebration in music, word, and feast, 
we will explore how service and reflection might deepen our sense of community.  

7ÉÎÔÅÒȭÓ 3ÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ ,ÅÓÓÏÎÓ 

In the Soulful Path course that I lead, we took some time to reflect on the spiritual wisdom that 
each season has to offer. I shared with that group my recollection of a lecture Iõd heard Quaker 
educator Parker Palmer give about what he sees as the core messages our hearts and spirits can 
get from each time of year. The one that surprised me the most was his description related to 
winter. He said that often we resist winter, think of it as a desolate and depressing time of year 
and simply hunker down and wait for it to be over. Thatõs too bad, he said. Winter is a season in 
which so much is happening, in which so much potential is in waiting. The spiritual question of 
winter is, òWhat is dormant in you now that might yet flower or flourish?ó Winter asks us to 
consider how we tend to that within us that may grow and then offer those gifts to the world. This holiday and 
winter season may you find time to discern what is lying dormant within you that may yet bloom forth. May you 
tend well to that spark of light and hope in this season when we are reminded of our ongoing prayers for peace and 
goodwill throughout the Earth. Happy Holidays! 

Blessings to all, Shana 

Rev. Shana A. Lynngood, Associate Minister  

24 Christmas Eve at All Souls 

7:00 pm òFamily Candlelight Serviceó Our early Christmas service is especially for families with young childrenñ 
as well as the òyoung at heartó of all ages! The Jubilee Singers join our ministers in this joyous celebration of Christmas. 
Donõt forget to bring a bell to ring every time we sing òAlleluia.ó 

10:00 pm òCandlelight Service of Lessons and Carolsó Join our ministers and the All Souls Choir in welcoming 
Christmas into the world and into our hearts during this candlelit service of readings and carols. Donõt forget to bring  
a bell to ring every time we sing òAlleluia.ó 
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Interested in joining All Souls Church?  
 
There is a three-step process for membership: 

1. Attend an introduction session. The session lasts about an hour, is quite informal, and is a 
chance for you to hear about as well as ask questions about our denomination and church. 
These happen about once a month, though we wonõt be holding any more sessions until 
January 2010.  

2. Attend an orientation session. This is a three-hour session where we talk more in depth 
about what being a member of All Souls means. At the end of this session, folks have the op-
tion to join and sign the membership book (though there is no obligation).   

3. Be formally introduced to the congregation at a New Member Welcome Service. This is a 
short ceremony that takes place during a Sunday service. 

Questions? Contact Amy Mulry Wesolek (AMulryWesolek@allsouls.ws).  

 

A welcoming congregation starts with you  

At All Souls, we are blessed to have new visitors join us each and every Sunday. Welcoming our 
myriad visitors is essential to our mission of being a diverse and spirit-growing community. And 
hospitality is not the job of only a select group of peopleðwe all encounter folks who come on 
Sunday but donõt know anyone else there, have never set foot in a Unitarian church before that 
day, or donõt know where Pierce Hall is or what to expect if they walk in its doors. 

How can you make All Souls a more welcoming place for your fellow congregants?  Here are a 
few simple ideas: 

During the service, move beyond your pew to introduce yourself to those  
sitting around youðparticularly those who may have come to church alone.   

If someone asks you directions to the bathroom, the nursery, Pierce Hall,  
or wherever, offer to escort them if possible. Our hallways may seem familiar 
to us but can be quite confusing to newcomers! 

After the service, introduce yourself to someone new. Be on the lookout for 
folks who are standing alone or couples that probably came together but look 
like they donõt know anyone else. Meeting new people can be intimidating,  
so itõs up to us to take that first step. 

When meeting someone new, ask how long they have been attending All Souls. If they are 
new to our community, offer to answer questions they might have and to help find answers  
to anything you yourself donõt know. 

Thanks to all of our small acts combined, we can have a great and welcoming impact!   
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Members sometimes ask: òWhat does the Board do ð if under policy governance, manage-
ment and implementation are largely staff responsibilities?ó And a companion question: 
òHow can we ensure that the congregation is involved?ó Fair Unitarian questions. The bliz-
zard of motions and actions at the last meeting of the current Board and officers provides at 
least a short-term answer to some of what the Board does; and longer term we should ex-
plore these questions in the new year as part of the Ad Hoc Committeeõs governance review 
and the on-going visioning process. Here are snapshots from the November Board meeting: 

Board recommendations for congregational action at the December 6 annual 
meeting 

Budget: After many questions and a long discussion, the Board approved sending it to 
the congregation. 

Bylaws changes: To offer email as a great cost savings alternative to only first class 
mail notification of congregational meetings. 

Proposed new vision statements: For adoption, on the understanding that an immediate process 
would follow to create companion measurable goals. 

Action regarding several Board committees 

Committee on Ministry: Approval of a one-year extension for members Chuck Wooldrige and 
Lloyd Wright; approval of new members Nina Swanson, Sarah Raymond, and Kelly Young, who join 
current members Elizabeth Fox, Paula Jones, Carolyn Fowler-Smith, and Michael Milano. 

Audit Committee: Approval of updated terms of reference for this committee, which is up and run-
ning under new chair Mandy Wimmer and members Steven Newburg-Rinn, Salma Bakht, Mary Rojas, 
Andrew Miller, and Barry Johnson. 

Investment Committee: Approval of a one-year extension for chair Mark Flood. Discussion in-
cluded thanks to this committee for aggressively monitoring our assets during these difficult economic 
times, and also the need to recruit a new chair for 2011. 

Approvals in response to various requests 

Emeritus status for long-time active member Edna Lindgreen, proposed by Membership Secretary 
Lynne Heltman. 

A.P. Davies Committee request to spend $1500 from the Davies budget on various Hiroshima Chil-
drenõs Drawings projects, proposed by Committee Chair Bob Freeman. The Committee expects to 
recoup much of this through sales. 

Beckner Committee 2009 grant recommendations for various neighborhood organizations. 

Other discussion at the meeting included how to solicit and handle funding to support the work of the Com-
prehensive Assets Planning Team; the next steps in the All Souls 20/20 Visioning Process ð including how 
that can provide a framework for both staff and congregation to be more accountable for, and transparent 
about, progress on church goals; plans for intensifying the work in the new year of building All Soulõs multi-
racial multicultural ministry; and, finally, moving forward on a governance review process that is not only 
deep but also broad as it involves as much congregational input as possible. A full plate for 2010! Thanks to 
all who supported the Board, officers and staff this past year. We move onward, with great hope and faith 
for a blessed future together at All Souls Church. 

Erika Landberg, President, All Souls Board of Trustees 

Letter 
from 
the 
BOT  
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Generosity Pledge Drive ɂupdate  

A heartfelt thank you to the more than 400 households who 
have made financial commitments to support All Souls Church 
in 2010. Your timely pledges are very much appreciated. As 
the church leadership begins to make plans for the upcoming 
year, it is extremely helpful  
for them to know the level of 
financial support that will be 
available. Remember that your 
pledges account for over 75%  
of all church funding! Pledges 
directly support our worship 
services, social justice programs, choirs, and many other  
beloved activities at All Souls. 

The good news is that thanks to so many of you, we are on track to meet our 
budgetary and participatory goals. Two weeks after Generosity Sunday, we are 
two thirds of the way towards raising $1.2 million from 650 households.  

However, many people have not had the chance to make their 
2010 financial pledge commitment. If this is you, the time to do  
so is now! We as a congregation will vote on the budget at our 
annual meeting in early December. Without your support, the 
church may need to make serious budget cuts next year. Please  
fill out your pledge form as soon as possible. You will find the  
orange forms on our web site, in the pews, or at the Generosity 

Table alongside the courtyard after each service.  

If we have not received your pledge, you may receive a reminder call later  
this month. Feel free to contact this yearõs campaign chair, Aaron Knight 
(aknight@aarp.org or 202-434-2107) with any questions or concerns.  

Thousands of candles can be lit 
from a single candle, and the life of 
the candle will not be shortened. 
Happiness never decreases by being 
shared. 

The Buddha  

Withhold no good impulse. You may fear that you will 
run to excess and squander too much, but those feelings 
are born of fear. In God's reality, the more you give of 
yourselfñin feeling, generosity, self-expression, good-
ness, creativity, and loveñthe more you will be given. 

Deepak Chopra  

Hiroshima 
#ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ 
Drawings  
note cards  
 
On sale every Sunday 
in December. Theyõll 
make great holiday 
gifts and will help 
spread the story of 
the drawings. 


