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Creating a diverse, spirit -growing,
justice -seeking community

Letter from Rob

w On Christmas Eve, | often share as our benediction this reflection from
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to feed the hungry

to release the prisoner

All Souls B&B to rebuild the nations

Mission and to bring peace among the brothers
Ends Statements to make music in the heart.

KUUMBA auditions

Il think itds hel pfaaifidntheholiday seasonb e r
rather than later, so that as we get marauded by all the commercials and ¢
partment store sales, we can remember the true meaning of the season.

Have a blessed holiday.
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Rev. Shana A. Lynngood, Associate Minister
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In the Soulful Path course that | lead, we took some time to reflect on the spiritus
each season has to offer. | shared
educator Parker Palmer give about what he sees as the core messages our hea
get from each time of year. The one that surprised me the most was his descript
winter. He said that often we resist winter, think of it as a desolate and depressi

and simply hunker down and wait for be o0\
which so much is happening, in which so much potential is in waiting. The spirit
winter is, OWhat is dormant in you at mi ¢

consider how we tend to that within us that may grow and then offer those gifts to the world. This holiday
winter season may you find time to discern what is lying dormant within you that may yet bloom forth. Ma
tend well to that spark of light and hope in this season when we are reminded of our ongoing prayers for
goodwill throughout the Earth. Happy Holidays!

Blessings to &hana

December Worship Services

60Peopl e, Look dETRkd 6e Rterva o rHdhirrda ey .t h
happen, é writes the minister and aul
extraordinary moment just before it
What is the extraordinary thing that is about to happen in your life? And how might
you prepare for it?
130 Season of De | Mughdaly beRejoyful thisiseasahidse s .

the TV ads and holiday songs suggest? Is joy an essential element of the spiritual i
or is it something elseésomethijlng I i

200 The Chr i sitlnaa sP oPsaagdeaabn tThe Mhisnmi st er s
year our children present the Christmas story from a different perspective, sharing
with us the Central American story of La Posada. What happened on that day wher
Mary and Joseph found no room at the Inn?

24Christmas Eve at All Souls
7:00 pm oFami | y Ofearychristrhas gpivide is 8specially far fandilies with ydung|children

as well as the oyoung at heartdé of all age|ls! Th
Dondt forget to bring a bell to ring every| ti me
10: 00 pm oCandl el i ght Jdheurwinisters and the All SoslssChair i wedconing C a
Christmas into the world and into our hearfts du
a bell to ring every time we sing OAlleluilfla. o

2700 Kwanzaa Cel ebrati on 6 Jokesfaroulagnopgh g 0 0 ¢
honoring of Kwanzaa. In addition to our regular celebration in music, woid, and feas
we will explore how service and reflection might deepen our sense of community.




A welcoming congregation starts with you

At All Souls, we are blessed to have new visitors join us each and every Sunday. Welcoming our

myriad visitors is essential to our mission of being a divergeoandgspothmunity. And

hospitality is not the job of only a select group®ipadiacounter folks who come on

Sunday but dondt know anyone el se there, have
day, or dondt know where Pierce Hal/l i's or what

How can you make All Souls a more welcoming place for your fellow congregants? Here are a
few simple ideas:

« During the service, move beyond your pew to introduce yourself tc
sitting around ya@particularly those who may have come to church &

« If someone asks you directions to the bathroom, the nursery, Pierc
or wherever, offer to escort them if possible. Our hallways may se«
to us but can be quite confusing to newcomers!

« After the service, introduce yourself to someone new. Be on the lo
folks who are standing alone or couples that probably came togett
|l i ke they dondt know anyone el
so itds up to us to take that

new

« When meeting someone new, ask how long they have been attending All Souls. If they are
new to our community, offer to answer questions they might have and to help find answers
to anything you yourself dondt Kknow.

Thanks to all of our small acts combined, we can have a great and welcoming impact!

Interested in joining All Souls Church?

There is a thretep process for membership:

1. Attend an introduction session. The session lasts about an hour, is quite informal, and |
chance for you to hear about as well as ask questions about our denomination and chu
These happen about once a month, thougt
January 2010.

2. Attend an orientation session. This isteothreession where we talk more in depth
about what being a member of All Souls means. At the end of this session, folks have t
tion to join and sign the membership book (though there is no obligation).

3. Be formally introduced to the congregation at a New Member Welcome Service. This is
short ceremony that takes place during a Sunday service.

Questions? Contact Amy Mulry Wesolek (AMulryWesolek@allsouls.ws).




Member s somet i mes dfanider polioybvernancel manage-t he Boar
ment and i mplementation are | argely staff
OHow can we ensure that the congregation i
zard of motions and actions at the last meeting of the current Board and officg%@.ﬁPes at

least a sheerm answer to some of what the Board does; and longer term we X-

pl ore these questions in the new ras p
and the egoing visioning process. Here are snapshots from the November Boargj?q;‘eting:

Board recommendations for congregational action at the December 6 annual the

meeting BOT

« Budget: After many questions and a long discussion, the Board approved sending it to
the congregation.

« Bylaws changesto offer email as a great cost savings alternative to only first class
mail notification of congregational meetings.

« Proposed new vision statement§ior adoption, on the understanding that an immediate process
would follow to create companion measurable goals.

Action regarding several Board committees

« Committee on Ministry: Approval of a eyear extension for members Chuck Wooldrige and
Lloyd Wright; approval of new members Nina Swanson, Sarah Raymond, and Kelly Young, wr
current members Elizabeth Fox, Paula Jones, CarSiitfrcavidriMichael Milano.

« Audit Committee: Approval of updated terms of reference for this committee, which is up and ru
ning under new chair Mandy Wimmer and members StevRinNeBdiorg Bakht, Mary Rojas,
Andrew Miller, and Barry Johnson.

« Investment Committee Approval of a eyear extension for chair Mark Flood. Discussion in-
cluded thanks to this committee for aggressively monitoring our assets during these difficult ecc
times, and also the need to recruit a new chair for 2011.

Approvals in response to various requests

« Emeritus status for timg active member Edna Lindgreen, proposed by Membership Secretary
Lynne Heltman.

« A.P. Davies Committee request to spend $1500 from the Davies budget on various Hiroshima !
drends Drawings projects, proposed by Co
recoup much of this through sales.

« Beckner Committee 2009 grant recommendations for various neighborhood organizations.

Other discussion at the meeting included how to solicit and handle funding to support the work of tt
prehensive Assets Planning Team; the next steps in the All Souls 20/20 ¥isuadigginoeess

that can provide a framework for both staff and congregation to be more accountable for, and trans
about, progress on church goals; plans for
racial multicultural ministry; and, finally, moving forward on a governance review process that is not
deep but also broad as it involves as much congregational input as possible. A full plate for 2010! T
all who supported the Board, officers and staff this past year. We move onward, with great hope ar
for a blessed future together at All Souls Church.

Erika Landberg, President, All Souls Board of Trustees




Generosity Pledge Drive ? update

A heartfethank yaa the more than 400 households who

have made financial commitments to support All Souls Church
in 2010. Your timely pledges are very much appreciated. As
the church leadership begins to make plans for the upcoming

year, itis extremely helpful \ithhold no good impulse. You may fear that you will
for them to know the level okyn to excess and squander too much, but those feeli
financial support that will beare born of fear. In God's reality, the more you give o
available. Remember that ygoursélfin feeling, generositgxsedtsion, good-
pledges account for over 758€ss, creativity, aritltloeenore you will be given.

of all church funding! Pledges
directly support our worship
services, social justice programs, choirs, and many other
beloved activities at All Souls.

Deepak Chopra

The good news is that thanks to so many of you, we are on track to meet our
budgetary and participatory goals. Two weeks after Generosity Sunday, we are
two thirds of the way towards raising $1.2 million from 650 households.

However, many people have not had the chance to make their
Thousands of candles can byl financial pledge commitment. If this is you, the time to do
I:lom a s(,jllngle_lfanf[jlg, a?]d tth§d'f Rbw! We as a congregation will vote on the budget at our
€ candie will not be shorte Ual meeting in early December. Without your support, the
Happlness never decreases }3 ?j'nr% .
eradl church may need to make serious budggt cuts next year. Please
The Buddhflll out your pledge form as soon as possible. You will find the_
orange forms on our web site, in the pews, or at the Generosity

Table alongside the courtyard after each service.

If we have not received your pledge, you may receive a reminder call later
this mont h. Feel free to contact this ye.
(aknight@aarp.org or-2322107) with any questions or concerns.

Hiroshima
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Drawin Winter Solstice
J° Gatherin

note cards g

a ritual to welcome the turning of the light
On sale every Sunday

Sundqy, December 20, 6:30 pm
I n Dec e_ mber. Eahttﬁry)én@ﬁ reel Hall
make great_ hOIIday Festive libations, snack and dessert potluck
glftS and W|” help bring something simple to share

)

spread the story o
the drawings.




