Inside This Issue
]

Letter from 2
Rev. Green

Worship Services 2
Membership Info 3
REflections 4
Green Souls 5
Letter from BOT 6
Church Matters 7
Finances 8
News 9
History 10
Photos 11
Vision Statements 12

All Souls Church, Unitarian
1500 Harvard Street NW
Washington DC 20009

2023325266
2023328968 (fax)
www.all -souls.org

Vol . 21, No. 4

Creating a diverse, spirit -growing,
justice -seeking community

Going deeper: a monthly spiritual focus

Many of you expressed appreciation
You shared that reflecting on the same subject over several weeks allowed you to €
t he s eii thegefafibnshigbetween lament arid maisaleeply.

That same insight has led many Unitarian churches to org
worship, education, and-gmalp programming around a m

spiritual focus. 1tds so we 0 |
next year.
Hereds how it might work say

We would first introduce the theme in worship, exploring ¢
through music and word in at least one or two services d
month. (The other services would remain open to any topic.) At the same time, the
children would study grace in their religious education classes, learning some of the
stories their parents are hearing in worship. Later, members could gather around tal
in Pierce Hall, in covenant groups, or other small groups to continue the conversatic
exploring how grace works in their own lives. The newsletter or website might offer
poems, reflections, and resources for further exploration of grace. The possibilities f
incorporating a monthly focus into church life are many!

The churches that have used a monthly spiritual focus report several benefits. First,
deepens our spiritual reflection by encouraging a more sustained exploration of a to
Second, it provides an opportunity for members to connect with one another more

deeply through meaningful conversation on enduring themes of the spiritual life. Thi
includes allowing parents and children to share conversations on the same religious
Third, a monthly theme can integrate Sunday worship into other areas of church life

Let me know what you think! 138d | ov:
themes.

Love, ROB



http://www.all-souls.org

Letter from Rev. Louise Green, Minister of Social Justice

It is good to be bapkatepmm aheosht ansgq
of health and infection, control and no control, thriving and surviving. No one

expects catastrophic illness, of course. We can also never completely predict

outcomes in life, including the gifts we will receive along an unplanned journey.

At some point in the over imeeth way &f coinfection, hospitalization,

home health nurse, surgery, and recovery, | simply stopped predicting much of

anything. This created a lovely dppadéautiful settling into the present

moment. | had the opportunity to let go.

In that betwegitace, a primary emotion was gratitude for thge betwgeh aces éar e t hr es hc
luckiness of my life. | am a person with a loving partner, dg@€ehe soul is alert and watchful for omens of
family and friends, generous colleagues, great doctors, amdagegaadgiries of joy, promises of belonging.
health insurance to cover the sticker shock of misfortune. My Caitlin Matthews, The Celtic Spirit
blessing is to work in a church where pastoral concern is a norm,

and no one pushes me to function before my body is ready. On the contrary, many of you warned

me against coming back full force, knowing that sometimes high energy is my own worst enemy!

In April we will celebrate Passover, Easter, Emancipation Day, Neighborhood Justice Sunday, and
the 40anniversary of Earth Day. In this spring month that symbilifrestuvaitigg to

abundant life, from the suffering to resurrection gogsbiitesnbled by your loving care.

Thank you for the many cards, meals, prayers, and healing thoughts. | am exceedingly glad to be
alive and to be with you as one of your ministers. You are the congregation that, to me, most
embodies omens of change, auguries of joy, and promises of belonging.

Blessings and gratitude, Louise

2 (7:30 pm) Good FridayWhat Does the Suffering Bringeditation by Rev.
Louise GreenEach year we ponder the symbolism of the Christian story of the deatt
of Jesus before the coming of the Easter light. Our format will have some [changes fi
previous gatherings. The service will include musical contemplation, two texts from t
Christian and Buddbhist traditions, a story of contemporary suffering, and @ communi
liturgy with bread and juice open to all. We will leave the Sanctuary in darkness and
silence, until we celebrate together again on Easter Sunday.

4 Easter SundayRemember M&ev. HardiesResurrection is the process by which
love triumphs over death. On Easter morn we explore the ways in which memory plz
a resurrecting role in our lives and loves.

11 Turbulent WatersRev. Hardies Despite what Simon and Garfunkel said, most of
the time we dondt get to take a Bbridg
right in. What happens when the waters of our lives become turbulent?

18 Neighborhood Justice SundaySermon to be announced.

25 The Plumb Line for Earth Justi€ev. Louise Greerin a time of climate change
and habitat disruption, potential harm will not be distributed equally. How o we alig
our multiple individual and collective choices with the plumb line for Earth|justice?
Cel ebr at e "ahaiversany. Day 6s 40

April Worship Services
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Taking the first step

When | first starting going out in my 20s, it felt impossible to meet peof
friends and | would stand in the corner of a bar hoping someone woulc
and we did that for a whole year. What turned it around? One night | w
women | had seen once or twice
you would be my friends. 6 Pretty slick, =Tsight?

The interesting thing is what happened next. The next time | went out, I met up with my new friemgts. That
night they introduced me to someone they knew. The next time, we ran into her and she intro d usto
the friends she was with that night. Eventually more and more faces seemed familiar and beforefong | had
met a whole bunch of new people.

Breaking into a new community often works like that. You meet one person who introduces yoO% the

next who introduces you to the next. At All Souls Church, we are a pretty large community, and One that

can be intimidating when you dondét see aEy fami |
[

Next time youdre in Pierce Hall after se ce, |
And if you are the one someone approaches, introduce that person to someone else! Better yefout your-

self out there by joining a group or going to an All Souls activity outside of Sunday service. ThaQay you

have a better chance of meeting more than andyanguninto them agjaa the next meeting!

I n time you will meet that personds fri eEd, and

Q
Interested in joining All Souls Church?

There is a three step process for membership:

1. Attend an introduction session. The session lasts about an hour, is informal, and is a chance fc
hear about as well as ask questions about our denomination and church. Upcoming introductic
be on April 11 after each Sunday service in the Tupper Room on the second floor.

2. Attend an orientation session. Here we talk more in depth about what being a member of All St
means. At the end of this session, folks have the option to join and sign the membership book
there is no obligation). The next orientation will be Wed., April 14, 6:30 to 9:00 pm in the Eaton
Room.

3. Be formally introduced to the congregation at a New Member Welcome Service. Next one: Ma
Questions? Contact Amy Mulry Wesblek(\Wesolek@allsoul¥.ws

New to All Souls? Sign uofats and Wings , a ésession class designed especially for new members
and others wanting to learn more about All Souls Church and Unitarian Universalism. You will:

« Gain a deeper understanding of our faith tradition

o Explore your own spiritual journey

« Participate in a social justice class project

« Connect with other congregants

Three sessions will be offered this winter/spring:

o Wednesdays, ApMay 12,8 pm

e Thursdays, June 10 to July9lan7/

To sign up, co rlizadsthbc@iahdo)zomb et h 08 Connel | (
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0 We pr o miyeamldidaughtensgid t@n3e by phone.

oPromi sed what?6 | replied, feRl ﬂ I ngit in
OWe promised that by Gr antahetherd s blELrt@r?EIQyE,; we o d
panngiGr andma Penn&g 6s birthday is today.,

_ Adult Our Whole Lives _

The pit turned to stone. We hla@wfHorars&kitye N i nc
husbandds family, of which | |aysing@aluds@dmiunicatibrs Me
mot her, whose birthday was i n| aiasgiicaity O éxgotes t h i

compunction for familytggethers, which hagdssed her parents, was
a direct and indelible link to her grandmother. Family celebrations an
togethers may be di@ked, but this preference for such, are also a lea
behavior, one not taught directly.

As it turns out, all of Grand
It was striking how many of them, speaking at her funeral, recalled
being at her house at a fantiyoggte t her of s o me
This was often (always?) an element of thé gathednta Penny would
one of her adult children to put on a CD of Broadway hits (she never
how to master the music system her deceased husband had installe
out umbrellas to her grandchildrénfand st up: @ & theyg
would go, changing props as the tunes dictated. Someip$ @ entualy
joined in, and some, like my husband, watched from the stoop of the

n

We do the same here. Teaching without realizing it. Creating bonds

sexuality issues for adults of all
d gees, building understanding
‘nefihealthy sexual relationships

and affirming diversity and

acceptance. If you are interested
Mileadih§atiBsy rdxByeadd I @ N C
eqaateR@hg trained), apply to
aGhbfielle (gfarel@allssuisws)n g i

ask

d@ I ., Apr. 306 pm, Joan
d)@g%i%‘ﬂ@%@%g Arts Galle% .
J 11689 U Stredt Ny N € aln

“www.smithfarm.com/gallery
NP iPRBf exhibit of 18 of the

hisdnfel OEET A #EEI AO/

sort, not directly but indirectly. Establishing patterns that communicate {@\#gs that will travel this

children what is important.

We need to show up (all of us, at church). We need to pass out umb
RE Committee and c hur @ loringhis edbef

teach. This April, you will get your chance: signups begin on April 18
the table and meet other rain singers and those who pass out umbre

See you in church!

summer to Japan. As part of the
National Cherry Blossom Festi-
rellas ttbevent will feature a per-
) formanteby thed&K@iano t 0
SdapdsyTroupe and cherry blos-
[lz8om themed refreshments. The
exhibit runs Mar.a&pr. 24.
Contact Judith Bauer

0 S

Gabrielle Farrell, Director of Religious Education NV

All Souls Weekend on the Bayn the weekend of Juibe @ur
community of all ages returns to Camp Tockwogh on the Chesapeake.
Wedre still looking for more
yourself and wedll either

To get your creative juices flowing: The Art of OrafiHRoASC The

w oMhakSeeR! g

hel p you I(hﬁﬁiﬁbﬁiﬁ;

liniiaeer2939@aol.com).

Workshops already in place

berlriea T§II élssé\b_m%qu d
plckln% f

bee Golf

Cultural Kitchen (preview of Summer RE)

y

Treasure Trove; drawing or watercolor painting; ballroom dancing; higtoryoga for Kids & Aditsks to SUISI for the title

of political music; social action at the Chesapeake; This | Believe; book club

discussion; hip hop dance; t'ai chi; family systems; What Do You Mean yo
Aren't Married? Gender Gralks(applying a UU Lens); Is this Walden

Pond? Your UU Elevator Speech. The possibilities are limitless. Grab a friend

or someone you would like to be a friend and lead dfwotkbhep!an
idea for a workshop you'd like to lead, contact &ridBlggpaol.cpm

P.S. And these are just the

wor kshops.

Aguatic Life and Death
Nature Study and Love
Firebuilding as Spiritual Practice
TieDye for Beginners
Love in the time of Opera
Rockebuildiig

u

Thereol |

water, camp choir, the amazing race, the fantastic balloon toss, and the warm hands of friendship.
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April 22 is the#@nniversary of Earth Day in the US and the firstdefdlaeddiglobal holitiasgy-

national Mother Eariygaatyof an effort to transform the way we relate to and protect our planet. With

these anniversaries as a backdrop, All Soulsd an
because wedll celebratie some history of our own

Sanctuary. This honor is the result of six years of hard work by volunteers and staff. We are now one of 125
Green Sanctuaries in the nation.

The road to Green Sanctuary status

To become an official Green Sanctuary, a congregation must assess all of its functions and facilities, programs
and policies. We conducted our assessméaona2add broke new ground for our denomination by

devising our own environmental justice audit and including those results in our application. This had not

been a requirement in the program when we applied) lnijpaoidige to our pioneering efforts.

All Green Sanctuaries must use their assessment to develop and implement 12 projects in four areas: wor-
ship and celebration, religious education, sustainability, and environmental justiceewhese had to be
initiatives that went beyond our existing Zero Trash lunches, fair trade sales, and recycling program. We
developed our action plan with input from staff, lay leaders, key committees, and trustees. After getting the
required denominational approval, we launched the implementation in the fall of 2006. By the time phase 2
was over in 2009, we had surpassed the requirements by taking on 25 projects!

What we have accomplished
Wind power initiative to raise

fundsforASC.1 t 6s easy to
« put Earth Sunday on our annual church calendar and gotten sermgis &:\8Money too! ASC has joined the

ronmental justice in the preachingline ~ Clean Currents Neighborhood Effect
« convinced more folks to come to church usingpletéiansportation Challenge. For every household that

like Metro, walking, gaoling, and biking. To do this we hosted 3 grégiitches to Clean Currents wind power,

Here are some highlights. We have:

transport days and started a Ride Share program. we raise $10 for a greening project of

e secured a Shively grant to work with staff to switebrtertplght our own. If 100 households switch by
bulbs and install a programmable thermostat in the Sanctuary, re@igingoup f May, wedl | e
energy consumption by 18%. Easy instructions available at www.all

« begun to bring environmental justice into our neighborhood work, s86l8 @8g/socialjustice/7thprinciple/.
making the annual Thanksgiving food collection more healthy andrgiegidre info, contact Matt Cohen
« hosted a major UU ethical investing conference attended by natio(ghex980s58).
and members of 28 UU congregations from six states and DC.

The Green Souls surveyed church members about the Green Sanctuary process and found four positive

effects. Many see a change in attitudes about the importance of sustainability and environmental justice to the
churchds mission. More members now connect soci a
holistically. Sermons, classes, and new church practices have inspired changed behavior at home and at
church. And many of us take pride in our progress in becoming a greener church and find meaning in acting
concretely on our belief in the interdependent web.

For more details, gbttp://www.all-souls.org/socialjustice/7thprinciple/#programs

Where we go from here?

While we are proud to have gotten this far, the real journey has just begun. Sign up for wind power (see
box),andseetheBlayit or det ai l s on how we can keep deepenir
relationship with all members of the Web of Life.


http://www.all-souls.org/socialjustice/7thprinciple/#programs

The Board of Trustees and Officers meetings are longer than usual these days, given all the importan
action at All Souls this spring. But the most important action invibigderif@tibn of the Permanent
Mi ni ster Search Committee to fill the vacan

Letter consider membership on the Committee. We seek members who:

« have an overall perspective on All Souls, particularly through varied experiences in church activitie

from « are committed to UU pluralism and diversity in every area (theological, racial, social justice concer
the « are willing to give up other church commitments thaticanfict t h e Co mnthoset e e 0 s

that nurture the spirit, such as singing in the choir);

BOT e can collaborate and work in harmony, even when working through complex issues;

« have enough time to devote to the process, which may consume as much as 20 hours/month for 1
year or So;

« have specific skills, ranging from administrative to financial to personnel to communication; and

« can respect the confidentiality of the process, even as you endeavor to keep the congregation info

You may also suggest names of those you think should be considered for membership in the Committee. The tims

By April 11, a Trustees/Officers Work Group will
conduct outreach, vet committee candidates, and present

a draft slate to the Board. TheConsulting Minister Search Committee

By April 18, the Board will meet to vote on the drafgontinues to move forward. We have spoken with the

slate, which it will then send out to the congregatiog.UAS6s Tr ansiti ons Office &
On May 2 at 1:00 pm, a special Congregational Team, as well as the Joseph Priestly District about filling
Meeting will convene to vote onthe membership t he vacancy | eft by Shanaé

of the Permanent Minister Search Committee. The Committee will file an application through the Transi-

Contact Chair_ShirIey Bleﬁ{éﬂe&_blakelv@vahoo)comtion_s Office on April 15 for a consulting minister, namely,
ASAP to nominate yourself or another congregant; she fibiterm (ongrear) associate minister position. The

send you a membership application. All applications mughbgions Office should then give us the names of some
received by the Work Group by Sunday, April 11. five candidates by late April.

In addition to the focus on getting the Search Commitieengoig, par al | el track, and v
the Board addressed these other issues at its March nrgeegnmittee will also advertise the position to liberal

We ended 2009 well in the black, particularly becaesigious clergy in the DC area. This, to have as broad and
of our great fundraising around the inauguration. Tdiaekse a pool of applicants as possible. Consistent with the
to all of you for your generous contributions. This Y@&#A process, these applications must also be submitted by
will be more of a challenge; pledges are down a litiége April.
and inaugurations donqlhtecoﬁs&tfr)w
have to consider budget cuts later this spring.
The Consulting Minister Search Committee is wo
hard and will submit our request for a Consulting
to the UUA in mioril. (See box) The Consulting Minister Search Committee regularly
The Hiroshima Drawings Project is moving forwartgports to the Board of Trustees and is happy to speak
fundraising for the trip to Japan this summer and Wwith interested members of the congregation. Let us
participating in a documentary film about the projebgar your thoughts!

Several trustees and officers will participate in the Jpsepl . chaicohen1 @ix.netcom (202) 530977
Priestly District Healthy Congregations Workshop fﬁfﬁ;& u,ar ’ramlar}gharq gqr'na"_mgsg)gz%
r

spring. In the fall, WedWibhtefsoda@hddddn)esze? PPOT L UT
to put the lessons the)i4Claren 192@0lmail @a0)SHB8%E U S €
Laurie Lestéester! il.¢801) 270853
Erika Landberg, President, Board of TragtneeeseS sterlaura@qmail.qa0t)

gD minister identiied )éy this %rgcés's willvs%grt
r.r?n eptember 2010. Another committee is being formed
y\kﬁ E %l§ a candidate for the permanent position.
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Wanted: Ideas for our building's future . Does our sanctuary feel right to you?

ChUI’Ch How could it do a better job for you and our congregation? What about the rest of ol
building? Does it serve your priorities, your needs, and the activities that you think a
matters important to our mission and core ministries, such as adult and youth RE, covenant

group meetings, community activities, and the needs of the staff? What should be tt
future of Pierce Hall? Or the brick courtyard on Harvard Street?

The Committee on Ministry  These are questions that the Comprehensive Assets Planning Team (CAPTeam) h
(CoM) is responsible for evaluai#igd to answer. The mission of CAPTeam is to develop a comprehensive plan for
supporting, and strengthening fi@ire of All Souls' physicatisseikiing and grounds. CAPTeam will work with

ministry of All Souls Church, beffigineers, architects, and, most important, the congregation, to assess current and
lay and professional. This inclugigfiities needs and to develop a plan that will fit the congregation's hopes and value
an evaluation every two years @btitat, we need answers! Soon, we'll be asking you questions, visiting with groups

churchds mi ni Roldifig¥neetingssabdrothénisk diving ybulthe opportunity to shape the future of Al
senior minister. The Commite§ oul s physi cal assets.

shares its assessment, based qn this . . . : -
survey plus interviews of staff an ase take some time to think about what you think should happen with our buildir

committee leaders, with Rev. and the grounds. Contact TorﬁWomasH@_aol_.h:onBart_)ara Corprew
Hardies and the Board of Trus{gg,btbara.Corprew@USDO)].@APTeam'smalrthh guestions or comments.

We invite you to complete a survey about the performance and

leadership of our senior minister over the past two years. The/ditivégep appreciation for your thoughtful response
is available at www.surveymonkey.com/s/YBX7HNQ. We  to strengthen the ministry of our congregation,
encourage you to be as specific as possible in your recommeRgiRiSwismithciiowlersmith@comcas(362) 559060

as Rev. Hardies has said this is what helps him the most.  Elizabeth Fasfoxy@gmail.c(202) 686581

: : : : Michael Milanojkeym1125@mac.q@08) 278327
Hard copies of the survey will be available outside the churci‘ggﬁgehaym%azgraymo%@grga”@)oﬁ) 248991

Please return your completed survey by May 15, addressed t@ina Swansosyvanson@gmail.¢262) 904759
Carolynn Fowd8mith, G&hair, CoM. You may remain Chuck Wooldridgeyool @verizon.{202) 723069
anonymous or include your name. Surveys are accessible toldSyfpVrightenw52841@aol.c(80l) 687764
members only, and all information will be kept in confidence. K&l Youngelyyoung0s@gmail.¢202) 483055

My Big Gay Wedding ReceptionMany worked hard for marriage equality, the latest milestone
in civil rights. Now itods-comépagywithos! cel ebr

Look for invitations soon in your mailboxes. Haul your wedding dudgynuaobsiotage

something thyghop funky, your mother's vintage wedding gown, or one of the many bridesmaid
dresses you've collected), put on the Ritz, and come boogie in Pierce Hall. Pablo Benavente al
Melinda St. Louis's biiettheast Corndaich provided such wonderful music for the Inaugural
Ball, has graciously agreed to play for us again, so you know the dancing will be great! We'll have @i&e and bubbly
op; a raffle with romantic dinners, a bride doll, a weekend getaway, and more; and entertainment for the younger s

Tickets: $50/individual, $100/family (two adults and children under 18). Tickets will be on sale every Sunday in Apr
services at the table with wedding decorations. Tickets will also be availablekxoline cadl his is a fundraiser

for All Souls, so any donations above the ticket pdeduthlax\We also seek underwriters at all levelsuseif this ¢

is dear to your heart, were married at All Souls, or just want to show solidaritiedtatiseraégtaméil.govould

be delighted to talk to you! Our goal for the evening is $25,000, but we want to go into the event with all our expen:
covered. We will also be making a donation from the evening's proceeds to DC Clergy United for Marriage Equalit

If you have more time than money and can work the event, please contact VVolunteer Coordinator Mark Clark
(markhclark@yahoo.Edive also need help planning. Please join us at ceffigentimeetings in the Reception
Room between services on April 11 and 25.
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Thi s

osnapshoté
attendance, membership, and pledge participation for the last three years. It
the 2009 YeBnd Financial report. | welcome your questions and feedback.

Attendance and membership

Average Sunday Attendance

(Sept - May)

07-08 08-09

M First Service M Second Service

09-10*
*thru march

Religious Education

2009 yearend financials

Income

Donations & Contributions

Investment & Rental
Program & Committees
Fundraisers

Grant & Endowment Trfrs

Total Income

Expense

Personnel

Building & Operating
Denominational Support
Program & Committees
Fundraising Expenses

Investment & Grants & Misc

Total Expense

Notes:

of

Al l

Soul

s Church

‘Eances

Katie Loughary, Executive Director

546

Jlll

687

Pledging and Voting Member:

1,016

831

$1,400,000
$1,200000
$1,000000
$800,000
$600,000
$400,000

2007 2008

2009 Actuals 2009 Budget
1,679,701a 1,335,000
107,433 104,050
94,206 83,100
74,687 (b) 35,200
-215,249(a) 159,557
1,740,779 1,716,907
838,916 893,472
492,081 532,388
63,673 60,750
236,834 203,676
12,905(b) 9,650
35,880 150
1,680,288 1,700,086
60,491 16,821

(a) Bequests of $410,000 were transferred to endowment funds

(b) Fundraising from Inaugural Ball and B&B Program exceeded goal

nghllghts from 200

Core donations (which include pledges and plate cash) were $152,222 ( 14.5%) over 2008. That said, core do

9 financials

were $109,523 (8.4%) less than budgeted.

e The budget shortfall was offset by other income (particularly fundraisers surrounding the inauguration) such ths

income exceeded budget by $23,872 (1.3%).

e Cost containment surrounding expense led to a net income of $60,491. Personnel costs were approximately $

B Pledging ® Voting Members ® Total Member

$200,000
$0

at the

Pledge Fulfillment

| |

2007 2008 2009

‘IPIedged

863634 | 959,277 | 1,159357

| ® Pledges Fulfile

0 768187 | 872,111 |1,077,22

Income

® Donations &
Contributions

H Investment & Rental
Program & Committee

B Fundraisers

¥ Grants & Endowments

Expenses

2%

1%
4% L\

= Personnel

H Building &
Operating

H Denominational
Support

H Programs &
Committees

B Fundraising

H Investment
/Grant/Misc

than budget. Building and operating expenses were approximately $40k less than budget.

Barry Johnson, Treasurer and Katie Loughary, Executive Directa

8
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First quarter pledge/

. contribution statements
FI NANCES il be distributed in late
April. This year the state

ments will be emailed,
attached as a PDF file that you may print or view as
If you do not have an email address on file, your stg
will be printed and posted to you. There are severa
to using email: you will receive your statement faste
help our green goal of reducing paper and ink usag
will save the church money. If you would prefer you
ment by post rather than email, you may opt out by
an email tofo@allsouls.@scalling the church at332

Early 2010 contribution for Haiti Earthquake

Relief deductible on 2009 taxe<Congress has passed a

law allowing taxpayers who made contributions before March
-1, 2010 to charities providing earthquake relief in Haiti to
claim a deduction on their 2009 tax return. Donations made
 iddieinginly the January 12 earthquake may still be deducted
aeniZOR0 tax returns, but the new law gives donors the option
bedefitsing the deduction a year early. Contact Executive
DyrectwilKatie Loughatgyghary@allsouly ifwzou

elandoytake the early deduction so she can remove the
rdgattion from your 2010 contribution statement. Otherwise,
sendiegntribution will appear on your 2010 contribution
statement. You do not need a receipt from All Souls unless

5266 and leaving a message with the front desk. G

oy/greeohtributed $250 or more.

Tuesdays, ApriblBay 18, 7:68:00 pm.

Marriage Equality is here! What does this mean
for your relationship? Bontipled

Commitment , a skweek group for LGBT
families that explores relationships grounded in

our UU faith. Child care may be available.  Sound crew volunteers needed . Ever

L
Q
O
§®;

Contact Mike Giordano-2845178; dreamed of being the sound mixer for a rock ban

mike.giordano.msw@gmail.com tour?

We need volunteers during Sunday serviceg

to run our new impressive sound system with 24 S ]

Frida§Saturday, Aprildil&, Clarion Hotel V0
Park Ridge (King of Prussia, PA). UUs from t eyou
regionds 68 congreg

downhill

channel mixing board and new digital eIectroniciQ

would like to train and volunteer one or

iker@gmail.gamBob Freeman

Spring ConfereriRedefining The Good

o pepiges a o, gortagt Bab Bmne, |, g} PO
>

(robentwfreeman@hotmail)}com

Life": Faith and Values for a Sustainable
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Order out of chaos: the All Souls Archives Group
By Robert Trautman

When the Archives Group began its work eight years ago, leaders Molly and Bob Freeman
confident that the church building held most of the records recounting the\gtargldf the 189

All Souls. The question was, however, where exactly? Over months and years, they search
floors of cublhyples and closets, offices and meeting rooms. Records had been stashed ever

But now, order is emerging from chaos.

The story of the archives starts witmieeburch administrator Laurence Staples, who served
ministries from Ulysses B. Piercé1298)Lto Duncan Howlett (@2988). The archival

work of collecting, sorting, and filing was continued by Emily Wiggins. Sadly, the history of t
archives includes the flood of 1995, which destroyed many records. Spared, however, were
in the four weldirganized file cabinets maintained by Ms. Wiggins. Those cabinets formed the
nucleus of the archival work now going on.

History

The podtood documents had beeriitakenped is more acciirédea basement room and left virtually
unorganized. Others were O0Ostoredo6 on the 22 =
Over time, many boxes tumbled down, covering the floor with waves of All Souls history.

Today, the records are in a new archives room in the basement, which has four shelving units, 20 file cab
recently donated horizontal cabinet for oversized papers, photographs, and architectural drawings. Archiv
has been installed to lessen deterioration of already old and fragile papers. Much of the papers, books, pt
architectsodo drawings, and newspaper clippings
system devised by the Freemans, but many documents remain. Working hard to complete the job are the
their band of, over the years, 90 volunteer archivists, and a stream of American and Catholic University gr
students in library, archives, and preservations studies.

The goal of the project is to make the story of All Souls permanent and available to anyone who wants to
church, from its buildings to its ministers and their sermons, from its spiritual life to its social justice outreac
community around 16th and Harvard and the world beyond.

The Silver Souls were the first to make significant use of the archives when they incorporated photograph
documentsintheexfiidte Mi ni st er s 0 (curenty omview alofigdhelzliwdysonthe c i a
lower level and on the website). Rev. Bruce T. Marshall combed the arepivgisfatdngqusins and
Universalists in Washingidicb@lls the story of All Souls and the regional churches it helped establish.
Rev. Mark MorrisBteed came to research the upcomingBlegkdPioneers in a White Deradination

an American University doctorial student found valuable documentation about the redevelopment of 14th
from U to Park after the 1968 rioting that followed the assassination of Dr. King.

The archivists are categorizing a plethora of material, including orders of service, weekly and monthly nev
sermons, minutes of the Board of Trustees and its committees and subcommittees, Beckner Fund grant
religious educatiodeptdgramd ecMawmeord Malpleir rse
ministry, and documents that recount the lay life of the church, from fundraisers to stage presentations.

|l s the Archives Groupds work nearing an end?
nature, goes on. As time passes, new records accumulate. And so, the archival work goes on.

Sunday, May 9This year marks tHes@ihudVlothers' Day Plant Salat All Souls Church. Those who wish to start
plants for the Plant Sale, now is the time to get seeds in the ground. Contact B886F9é8mnan (301
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Thank you,
Shana,
for all the gifts
given and
received.




