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The Spirit of All Souls  

Going deeper: a monthly spiritual focus  

Many of you expressed appreciation for the March sermon series, òBroken Hallelujahs.ó 
You shared that reflecting on the same subject over several weeks allowed you to explore 
the seriesõ themeñthe relationship between lament and praiseñmore deeply. 

That same insight has led many Unitarian churches to organize their 
worship, education, and small-group programming around a monthly 
spiritual focus. Itõs something weõre considering piloting at All Souls 
next year. 

Hereõs how it might work. Letõs say our monthly focus is òGrace.ó 
We would first introduce the theme in worship, exploring grace 
through music and word in at least one or two services during the 
month. (The other services would remain open to any topic.) At the same time, the  
children would study grace in their religious education classes, learning some of the same 
stories their parents are hearing in worship. Later, members could gather around tables  
in Pierce Hall, in covenant groups, or other small groups to continue the conversation, 
exploring how grace works in their own lives. The newsletter or website might offer 
poems, reflections, and resources for further exploration of grace. The possibilities for 
incorporating a monthly focus into church life are many! 

The churches that have used a monthly spiritual focus report several benefits. First, it 
deepens our spiritual reflection by encouraging a more sustained exploration of a topic. 
Second, it provides an opportunity for members to connect with one another more 
deeply through meaningful conversation on enduring themes of the spiritual life. This 
includes allowing parents and children to share conversations on the same religious topic. 
Third, a monthly theme can integrate Sunday worship into other areas of church life. 

Let me know what you think! Iõd love to hear your suggestions for some of our monthly 
themes. 

Love, ROB 

http://www.all-souls.org
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2 (7:30 pm) Good Friday: What Does the Suffering Bring? Meditation by Rev. 
Louise Green. Each year we ponder the symbolism of the Christian story of the death 
of Jesus before the coming of the Easter light. Our format will have some changes from 
previous gatherings. The service will include musical contemplation, two texts from the 
Christian and Buddhist traditions, a story of contemporary suffering, and a communion 
liturgy with bread and juice open to all. We will leave the Sanctuary in darkness and  
silence, until we celebrate together again on Easter Sunday.  

4 Easter Sunday: Remember Me. Rev. Hardies. Resurrection is the process by which 
love triumphs over death. On Easter morn we explore the ways in which memory plays 
a resurrecting role in our lives and loves.  

11 Turbulent Waters. Rev. Hardies. Despite what Simon and Garfunkel said, most of 
the time we donõt get to take a bridge over troubled waters. Usually we have to wade 
right in. What happens when the waters of our lives become turbulent?  

18 Neighborhood Justice Sunday. Sermon to be announced.  

25 The Plumb Line for Earth Justice. Rev. Louise Green. In a time of climate change 
and habitat disruption, potential harm will not be distributed equally. How do we align 
our multiple individual and collective choices with the plumb line for Earth justice?  
Celebrate Earth Dayõs 40th anniversary. 

It is good to be back from a most unexpected òbetween-place,ó the intersection  
of health and infection, control and no control, thriving and surviving. No one 
expects catastrophic illness, of course. We can also never completely predict  
outcomes in life, including the gifts we will receive along an unplanned journey. 
At some point in the over three-month way of E coli infection, hospitalization, 
home health nurse, surgery, and recovery, I simply stopped predicting much of 
anything. This created a lovely space to be, a beautiful settling into the present  
moment. I had the opportunity to let go. 

In that between-place, a primary emotion was gratitude for the 
luckiness of my life. I am a person with a loving partner, devoted 
family and friends, generous colleagues, great doctors, and adequate 
health insurance to cover the sticker shock of misfortune. My  
blessing is to work in a church where pastoral concern is a norm, 
and no one pushes me to function before my body is ready. On the contrary, many of you warned 
me against coming back full force, knowing that sometimes high energy is my own worst enemy! 

In April we will celebrate Passover, Easter, Emancipation Day, Neighborhood Justice Sunday, and 
the 40th anniversary of Earth Day. In this spring month that symbolizes turningñfrom waiting to 
abundant life, from the suffering to resurrection possibilitiesñI am humbled by your loving care. 
Thank you for the many cards, meals, prayers, and healing thoughts. I am exceedingly glad to be 
alive and to be with you as one of your ministers. You are the congregation that, to me, most  
embodies omens of change, auguries of joy, and promises of belonging. 

Blessings and gratitude, Louise 

Letter from Rev. Louise Green, Minister of Social Justice  

The between-placeséare thresholds of awakening 
where the soul is alert and watchful for omens of 
change, auguries of joy, promises of belonging. 

Caitlin Matthews, The Celtic Spirit 
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Interested in joining All Souls Church?  
 

There is a three step process for membership: 

1.  Attend an introduction session. The session lasts about an hour, is informal, and is a chance for you to 
hear about as well as ask questions about our denomination and church. Upcoming introductions will 
be on April 11 after each Sunday service in the Tupper Room on the second floor. 

2.  Attend an orientation session. Here we talk more in depth about what being a member of All Souls 
means. At the end of this session, folks have the option to join and sign the membership book (though 
there is no obligation). The next orientation will be Wed., April 14, 6:30 to 9:00 pm in the Eaton 
Room.  

3.  Be formally introduced to the congregation at a New Member Welcome Service. Next one: May 23. 

Questions? Contact Amy Mulry Wesolek (AMulryWesolek@allsouls.ws). 
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New to All Souls? Sign up for Roots and Wings , a 6-session class designed especially for new members 
and others wanting to learn more about All Souls Church and Unitarian Universalism. You will:  

Gain a deeper understanding of our faith tradition 

Explore your own spiritual journey 
Participate in a social justice class project  

Connect with other congregants  
Three sessions will be offered this winter/spring: 

Wednesdays, Apr. 7-May 12, 7-9 pm 
Thursdays, June 10 to July 15, 7-9 pm 

To sign up, contact Elizabeth OõConnell (elizabethoc@yahoo.com). 

Taking the first step  
 

When I first starting going out in my 20s, it felt impossible to meet people. My two 
friends and I would stand in the corner of a bar hoping someone would come up to us, 
and we did that for a whole year. What turned it around? One night I went up to two 
women I had seen once or twice before and said, òHi Iõm Amy and you guys look like 
you would be my friends.ó Pretty slick, right?  

The interesting thing is what happened next. The next time I went out, I met up with my new friends. That 
night they introduced me to someone they knew. The next time, we ran into her and she introduced us to 
the friends she was with that night. Eventually more and more faces seemed familiar and before long I had 
met a whole bunch of new people.  

Breaking into a new community often works like that. You meet one person who introduces you to the 
next who introduces you to the next. At All Souls Church, we are a pretty large community, and one that 
can be intimidating when you donõt see any familiar faces. So what to do?  

Next time youõre in Pierce Hall after service, look around for someone who looks friendly and just say hi. 
And if you are the one someone approaches, introduce that person to someone else! Better yet, put your-
self out there by joining a group or going to an All Souls activity outside of Sunday service. That way you 
have a better chance of meeting more than one person and running into them againñat the next meeting! 
In time you will meet that personõs friend, and that personõs friend, and that personõs friendé 

mailto:AMulryWesolek@allsouls.ws
mailto:elizabethoc@yahoo.com
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òWe promised,ó my 23-year-old daughter said to me by phone. 
òPromised what?ó I replied, feeling a pit in my stomach. 
òWe promised that by Grandmaõs birthday, weõd have our next family get-together 
plannedñGrandma Pennyõs birthday is today.ó 

The pit turned to stone. We had forgotten indeed. The òweó in this story is my 
husbandõs family, of which I am a part. As many of you know, my husbandõs 
mother, whose birthday was in March, died this past January. My daughterõs  
compunction for family get-togethers, which had by-passed her parents, was  
a direct and indelible link to her grandmother. Family celebrations and get-
togethers may be gene-linked, but this preference for such, are also a learned  
behavior, one not taught directly.  

As it turns out, all of Grandma Pennyõs grandchildren carry the same propensity. 
It was striking how many of them, speaking at her funeral, recalled memories of 
being at her house at a family get-together of some sort, and òsinging in the rain.ó 
This was often (always?) an element of the gatheringñGrandma Penny would ask 
one of her adult children to put on a CD of Broadway hits (she never did learn 
how to master the music system her deceased husband had installed); she handed 
out umbrellas to her grandchildren, andñfirst up: òSinging in the Rainóñoff they 
would go, changing props as the tunes dictated. Some of us grown-ups eventually 
joined in, and some, like my husband, watched from the stoop of the living room.  

We do the same here. Teaching without realizing it. Creating bonds of some  
sort, not directly but indirectly. Establishing patterns that communicate to the 
children what is important.  

We need to show up (all of us, at church). We need to pass out umbrellas (the  
RE Committee and church staff). We need to òsing in the rainóñor in this caseñ
teach. This April, you will get your chance: signups begin on April 18. Stop by  
the table and meet other rain singers and those who pass out umbrellas.  

See you in church!  

Gabrielle Farrell, Director of Religious Education Ministries  

Sat., Apr. 3, 4ð6 pm, Joan  
Hisaoka Healing Arts Gallery  
(1632 U Street NW; 
www.smithfarm.com/gallery). 
Opening of exhibit of 18 of the 

(ÉÒÏÓÈÉÍÁ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ 
Drawings that will travel this 
summer to Japan. As part of the 
National Cherry Blossom Festi-
val, the event will feature a per-
formance by the Kodomo 
Dance Troupe and cherry blos-
som themed refreshments. The 
exhibit runs Mar. 27ðApr. 24. 
Contact Judith Bauer 
(jbauer2939@aol.com).  

Adult Our Whole Lives 
(OWL): Human Sexualit y. 
Using values, communication, 
and spirituality, OWL explores 
sexuality issues for adults of all 
ages, building understanding  
of healthy sexual relationships 
and affirming diversity and  
acceptance. If you are interested 
in leading a class next year  
(and getting trained), apply to 
Gabrielle (gfarrell@allsouls.ws).   

 
RE-flections  

All Souls Weekend on the Bay. On the weekend of June 4ð6, our  
community of all ages returns to Camp Tockwogh on the Chesapeake.  
Weõre still looking for more workshop ideas and volunteers. Share some of  
yourself and weõll either help you lead or, if you prefer, get out of the way.  
To get your creative juices flowing: The Art of Oral HistoriesñOur ASC  
Treasure Trove; drawing or watercolor painting; ballroom dancing; history  
of political music; social action at the Chesapeake; This I Believe; book club  
discussion; hip hop dance; t'ai chi; family systems; What Do You Mean you 
Aren't Married? Gender Cross-Talk (applying a UU Lens); Is this Walden  
Pond? Your UU Elevator Speech. The possibilities are limitless. Grab a friend  
or someone you would like to be a friend and lead a workshop! If you have an 
idea for a workshop you'd like to lead, contact Eric Hoy (erichoy@aol.com). 

P.S. And these are just the workshops. Thereõll be lots more to do: swimming, canoeing, archery, bonfire, worship on the 
water, camp choir, the amazing race, the fantastic balloon toss, and the warm hands of friendship.  

Workshops already in place 

What Sweet Strawberries Tell Us About Life  
(while strawberry picking) 

The Zen of Frisbee Golf 
The Cultural Kitchen (preview of Summer RE) 

PJ Yoga for Kids & Adults (thanks to SUISI for the title) 
Aquatic Life and Death 
Nature Study and Love 

Fire-building as Spiritual Practice 
Tie-Dye for Beginners 

Love in the time of Opera 
Rocket-building 

http://www.smithfarm.com/gallery


5  

 

(ÏÎÏÒÉÎÇ !3#ȭÓ ÃÏÍÍÉÔÍÅÎÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ %ÁÒÔÈ  
April 22 is the 40th anniversary of Earth Day in the US and the first of the UN-declared global holiday, Inter-
national Mother Earth Day ð part of an effort to transform the way we relate to and protect our planet. With 
these anniversaries as a backdrop, All Soulsõ annual Earth Sunday service on April 25 will be extra special 
because weõll celebratie some history of our own. The UUA has just accredited ASC as an official Green 
Sanctuary. This honor is the result of six years of hard work by volunteers and staff. We are now one of 125 
Green Sanctuaries in the nation.  

The road to Green Sanctuary status 

To become an official Green Sanctuary, a congregation must assess all of its functions and facilities, programs 
and policies. We conducted our assessment in 2004ð2006 and broke new ground for our denomination by 
devising our own environmental justice audit and including those results in our application. This had not 
been a requirement in the program when we applied, but now isñin part due to our pioneering efforts.  

All Green Sanctuaries must use their assessment to develop and implement 12 projects in four areas: wor-
ship and celebration, religious education, sustainability, and environmental justice. These had to be new 
initiatives that went beyond our existing Zero Trash lunches, fair trade sales, and recycling program. We 
developed our action plan with input from staff, lay leaders, key committees, and trustees. After getting the 
required denominational approval, we launched the implementation in the fall of 2006. By the time phase 2 
was over in 2009, we had surpassed the requirements by taking on 25 projects!  

What we have accomplished 

Here are some highlights. We have: 

put Earth Sunday on our annual church calendar and gotten sermons on envi-
ronmental justice in the preaching line-up. 
convinced more folks to come to church using lower-impact transportation 
like Metro, walking, car-pooling, and biking. To do this we hosted 3 green 
transport days and started a Ride Share program. 
secured a Shively grant to work with staff to switch to lower-energy light 
bulbs and install a programmable thermostat in the Sanctuary, reducing our 
energy consumption by 18%. 
begun to bring environmental justice into our neighborhood work, such as 
making the annual Thanksgiving food collection more healthy and green. 
hosted a major UU ethical investing conference attended by national experts 
and members of 28 UU congregations from six states and DC. 

The Green Souls surveyed church members about the Green Sanctuary process and found four positive  
effects. Many see a change in attitudes about the importance of sustainability and environmental justice to the 
churchõs mission. More members now connect social and environmental justice issues, viewing them more 
holistically. Sermons, classes, and new church practices have inspired changed behavior at home and at 
church. And many of us take pride in our progress in becoming a greener church and find meaning in acting 
concretely on our belief in the interdependent web.  

For more details, go to http://www.all-souls.org/socialjustice/7thprinciple/#programs 

Where we go from here? 

While we are proud to have gotten this far, the real journey has just begun. Sign up for wind power (see 
box), and see the May Spirit for details on how we can keep deepening ASCõs commitment to living in right 
relationship with all members of the Web of Life.  

Wind power initiative to raise 
funds for ASC. Itõs easy to be green 
and save money too! ASC has joined the 
Clean Currents Neighborhood Effect 
Challenge. For every household that 
switches to Clean Currents wind power, 
we raise $10 for a greening project of 
our own. If 100 households switch by 
end of May, weõll earn an extra $500! 
Easy instructions available at www.all-
souls.org/socialjustice/7thprinciple/. 
For more info, contact Matt Cohen  
(301-495-0358).  

http://www.all-souls.org/socialjustice/7thprinciple/#programs
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The Board of Trustees and Officers meetings are longer than usual these days, given all the important, exciting 
action at All Souls this spring. But the most important action involves YOUñthe formation of the Permanent 
Minister Search Committee to fill the vacancy left as Rev. Shana Lynngood leaves. Hereõs how you can help.  

Consider membership on the Committee. We seek members who: 
have an overall perspective on All Souls, particularly through varied experiences in church activities; 

are committed to UU pluralism and diversity in every area (theological, racial, social justice concerns, etc.); 

are willing to give up other church commitments that conflict with the Committeeõs work (except those 
that nurture the spirit, such as singing in the choir); 

can collaborate and work in harmony, even when working through complex issues; 

have enough time to devote to the process, which may consume as much as 20 hours/month for the next 
year or so; 

have specific skills, ranging from administrative to financial to personnel to communication; and 

can respect the confidentiality of the process, even as you endeavor to keep the congregation informed. 

You may also suggest names of those you think should be considered for membership in the Committee. The timeline is short: 
By April 11, a Trustees/Officers Work Group will  
conduct outreach, vet committee candidates, and present  
a draft slate to the Board. 

By April 18, the Board will meet to vote on the draft  
slate, which it will then send out to the congregation. 

On May 2 at 1:00 pm, a special Congregational  
Meeting will convene to vote on the membership  
of the Permanent Minister Search Committee. 

Contact Chair Shirley Blakely (shirley_blakely@yahoo.com) 
ASAP to nominate yourself or another congregant; she will  
send you a membership application. All applications must be 
received by the Work Group by Sunday, April 11. 

In addition to the focus on getting the Search Committee going, 
the Board addressed these other issues at its March meeting: 

We ended 2009 well in the black, particularly because  
of our great fundraising around the inauguration. Thanks  
to all of you for your generous contributions. This year  
will be more of a challenge; pledges are down a little,  
and inaugurations donõt happen every year. We may  
have to consider budget cuts later this spring. 

The Consulting Minister Search Committee is working  
hard and will submit our request for a Consulting Minister 
to the UUA in mid-April. (See box) 

The Hiroshima Drawings Project is moving forward,  
fundraising for the trip to Japan this summer and  
participating in a documentary film about the project. 

Several trustees and officers will participate in the Joseph 
Priestly District Healthy Congregations Workshop this 
spring. In the fall, weõll all have an opportunity to hear how 
to put the lessons theyõve learned to good use at All Souls. 

 
Erika Landberg, President, Board of Trustees 

Letter 
from 
the 
BOT  

The Consulting Minister Search Committee 
continues to move forward. We have spoken with the 
UUAõs Transitions Office and the Diversity of Ministry 
Team, as well as the Joseph Priestly District about filling  
the vacancy left by Shanaõs departure. 

The Committee will file an application through the Transi-
tions Office on April 15 for a consulting minister, namely, 
 a short-term (one-year) associate minister position. The 
Transitions Office should then give us the names of some 
five candidates by late April. 

On a parallel track, and with the UUAõs endorsement,  
the Committee will also advertise the position to liberal  
religious clergy in the DC area. This, to have as broad and 
diverse a pool of applicants as possible. Consistent with the 
UUA process, these applications must also be submitted by 
late April. 

The consulting minister identified by this process will start  
in September 2010. Another committee is being formed  
to seek a candidate for the permanent position. 

The Consulting Minister Search Committee regularly  
reports to the Board of Trustees and is happy to speak  
with interested members of the congregation. Let us  
hear your thoughts! 

Hal Cohen, Chair, hcohen1@ix.netcom.com (202) 531-0977  
Anna Hargrave, annaharg@gmail.com (301) 593-7265 
Lloyd Wright, lew52841@aol.com (301) 681-7764 
Catharine Clarenbach, qira2122@gmail.com (240) 515-4366 
Laurie Lester, lesterlaura@gmail.com (301) 270-0853 

mailto:shirley_blakely@yahoo.com
mailto:hcohen1@ix.netcom.com
mailto:annaharg@gmail.com
mailto:lew52841@aol.com
mailto:qira2122@gmail.com
mailto:lesterlaura@gmail.com
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The Committee on Ministry 
(CoM) is responsible for evaluating, 
supporting, and strengthening the 
ministry of All Souls Church, both 
lay and professional. This includes 
an evaluation every two years of the 
churchõs ministry, especially the 
senior minister. The Committee 
shares its assessment, based on this 
survey plus interviews of staff and 
committee leaders, with Rev. 
Hardies and the Board of Trustees. 

We invite you to complete a survey about the performance and  
leadership of our senior minister over the past two years. The survey  
is available at www.surveymonkey.com/s/YBX7HNQ. We  
encourage you to be as specific as possible in your recommendations, 
as Rev. Hardies has said this is what helps him the most. 

Hard copies of the survey will be available outside the church office. 
Please return your completed survey by May 15, addressed to  
Carolynn Fowler-Smith, Co-Chair, CoM. You may remain  
anonymous or include your name. Surveys are accessible to CoM 
members only, and all information will be kept in confidence. 

Wanted: Ideas for our building's future . Does our sanctuary feel right to you? 
How could it do a better job for you and our congregation? What about the rest of our 
building? Does it serve your priorities, your needs, and the activities that you think are 
important to our mission and core ministries, such as adult and youth RE, covenant 
group meetings, community activities, and the needs of the staff? What should be the 
future of Pierce Hall? Or the brick courtyard on Harvard Street?  

These are questions that the Comprehensive Assets Planning Team (CAPTeam) has been 
asked to answer. The mission of CAPTeam is to develop a comprehensive plan for the 
future of All Souls' physical assets-its building and grounds. CAPTeam will work with 
engineers, architects, and, most important, the congregation, to assess current and future 
facilities needs and to develop a plan that will fit the congregation's hopes and values. To 
do that, we need answers! Soon, we'll be asking you questions, visiting with groups, 
holding meetings, and otherwise giving you the opportunity to shape the future of All 
Soulsõ physical assets. 

 Please take some time to think about what you think should happen with our building 
and the grounds. Contact Tom Fox (FoxThomasH@aol.com) or Barbara Corprew 
(Barbara.Corprew@USDOJ.gov), CAPTeam's co-chairs, with questions or comments.  

With deep appreciation for your thoughtful response 
to strengthen the ministry of our congregation, 

Carolynn Fowler-Smith: clfowlersmith@comcast.net (301) 559-9060 
Elizabeth Fox, esfoxy@gmail.com (202) 686-6581 
Michael Milano, mikeym1125@mac.com (703) 271-9327 
Sarah Raymond, sarahgraymond@gmail.com (202) 244-3991 
Nina Swanson, nswanson@gmail.com (202) 904-1759 
Chuck Wooldridge, c.wool@verizon.net (202) 723-4069 
Lloyd Wright, lew52841@aol.com (301) 681-7764 
Kelly Young, kellyyoung06@gmail.com (202) 483-9055  

My Big Gay Wedding Reception. Many worked hard for marriage equality, the latest milestone  
in civil rights. Now itõs time to celebrate. GLBT or straight, young or old-come party with us! 

Look for invitations soon in your mailboxes. Haul your wedding duds out of storage (your own tux, 
something thrift-shop funky, your mother's vintage wedding gown, or one of the many bridesmaids' 
dresses you've collected), put on the Ritz, and come boogie in Pierce Hall. Pablo Benavente and 
Melinda St. Louis's band, Northeast Corridor, which provided such wonderful music for the Inaugural 

Ball, has graciously agreed to play for us again, so you know the dancing will be great! We'll have cake and bubbly; a fun photo 
op; a raffle with romantic dinners, a bride doll, a weekend getaway, and more; and entertainment for the younger set. 

Tickets: $50/individual, $100/family (two adults and children under 18). Tickets will be on sale every Sunday in April after 
services at the table with wedding decorations. Tickets will also be available online, at www.all-souls.org. This is a fundraiser 
for All Souls, so any donations above the ticket price are tax-deductible. We also seek underwriters at all levels, so if this cause 
is dear to your heart, were married at All Souls, or just want to show solidarity, Laurie Lester (lesterlaura@gmail.com) would 
be delighted to talk to you! Our goal for the evening is $25,000, but we want to go into the event with all our expenses  
covered. We will also be making a donation from the evening's proceeds to DC Clergy United for Marriage Equality. 

If you have more time than money and can work the event, please contact Volunteer Coordinator Mark Clark 
(markhclark@yahoo.com). We also need help planning. Please join us at our very time-efficient meetings in the Reception 
Room between services on April 11 and 25. 

Church  
matters  

mailto:FoxThomasH@aol.com
mailto:Barbara.Corprew@USDOJ.gov
mailto:clfowlersmith@comcast.net
mailto:esfoxy@gmail.com
mailto:mikeym1125@mac.com
mailto:sarahgraymond@gmail.com
mailto:nswanson@gmail.com
mailto:c.wool@verizon.net
mailto:lew52841@aol.com
mailto:kellyyoung06@gmail.com
http://www.all-souls.org/
mailto:lesterlaura@gmail.com
mailto:markhclark@yahoo.com
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This òsnapshotó of All Souls Church at the end of 2009 includes charts on the history of 
attendance, membership, and pledge participation for the last three years. It also shows 
the 2009 Year-End Financial report. I welcome your questions and feedback. 

Katie Loughary, Executive Director 

596 546
687744 741 831920 969 1,016

2007

Pledging and Voting Members

Pledging Voting Members Total Member

2008                                
2007 2008 2009

Pledged 863,634 959,277 1,159,357

Pledges Fulfilled 768,187 872,111 1,077,221
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Pledge Fulfillment

2009 Actuals 2009 Budget

Income

Donations & Contributions 1,679,701(a) 1,335,000

Investment & Rental 107,433 104,050

Program & Committees 94,206 83,100

 Fundraisers 74,687(b) 35,200

Grant & Endowment Trfrs -215,249(a) 159,557

Total Income 1,740,779 1,716,907

Expense

Personnel 838,916 893,472

Building & Operating 492,081 532,388

Denominational Support 63,673 60,750

Program & Committees 236,834 203,676

 Fundraising Expenses 12,905(b) 9,650

 Investment & Grants & Misc 35,880 150

Total Expense 1,680,288 1,700,086

60,491 16,821

Notes:

(a)  Bequests of $410,000 were transferred to endowment funds

(b) Fundraising from  Inaugural Ball and B&B Program exceeded goal

2009 Year End Financials
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2009 year-end financials 

Highlights from 2009 financials  
Core donations (which include pledges and plate cash) were $152,222 ( 14.5%) over 2008. That said, core donations 
were  $109,523 (8.4%) less than budgeted. 
The budget shortfall was offset by other income (particularly fundraisers surrounding the inauguration) such that total  
income exceeded budget by $23,872 (1.3%). 
Cost containment surrounding expense led to a net income of $60,491. Personnel costs were approximately $55k less 
than budget. Building and operating expenses were approximately $40k less than budget. 

Barry Johnson, Treasurer and Katie Loughary, Executive Director 

Finances  
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Tuesdays, April 13ðMay 18, 7:00-9:00 pm.  
Marriage Equality is here! What does this mean  

for your relationship? Join Principled  

Commitment , a six-week group for LGBT 
families that explores relationships grounded in  
our UU faith. Child care may be available.  
Contact Mike Giordano (202-234-5178; 
mike.giordano.msw@gmail.com). 

Apr. 18, 9:00ð11:00 am, Reception Room.  

The UU Study Group discusses religious  
naturalism, an idea with deep roots in religious  
and philosophical movements, including 19th  
century Transcendentalism and 21st century  
liberal religions. Based on Wikipediaõs article on 
religious naturalism (http://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Religious_naturalism). Contact Ruel J.  
Eskelsen (ruel.eskelsen@gmail.com;  

202-986-9416). 

FridayðSaturday, April 16ð17, Clarion Hotel  
Park Ridge (King of Prussia, PA). UUs from the 
regionõs 68 congregations gather for the JPD 

Spring Conference, Redefining 'The Good 

Life': Faith and Values for a Sustainable 
Future  (www.jpduua.org). Worship, work-
shops, entertainment, and fellowship. All Souls is 
looking for members who could serve as delegates 
at the two-hour annual governance meeting, where 
district board directors and officers are elected.  
Chuck Wooldridge (c.wool@verizon.net).  
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Sound crew volunteers needed . Ever 
dreamed of being the sound mixer for a rock band 
tour? We need volunteers during Sunday services 
to run our new impressive sound system with 24-
channel mixing board and new digital electronics.  
If you would like to train and volunteer one or  
two services a month, contact Bob Bonner 
(downhillhiker@gmail.com) or Bob Freeman 
(robertwfreeman@hotmail.com). 

Tolling the Bell and winding the Clock . 
Every Sunday at 11:00 am, we toll the 1822  
Paul Revere Bell in memory of lives lost in the  
Iraq and Afghanistan wars. At the same time, we 
hand crank the weights that drive the pendulum  
of the 1921 E. Howard Tower Clock. The clock 
has been cleaned, oiled, and adjusted to keep time 
to within a minute per month (as long as its weights 
are cranked once a week). If you would like to  
volunteer for tolling the bell and winding the  
clock one Sunday a month, contact Bob Bonner 
(downhillhiker@gmail.com). 

Early 2010 contribution for Haiti Earthquake 
Relief  deductible on 2009 taxes. Congress has passed a 
law allowing taxpayers who made contributions before March 
1, 2010 to charities providing earthquake relief in Haiti to 
claim a deduction on their 2009 tax return. Donations made 
following the January 12 earthquake may still be deducted  
on 2020 tax returns, but the new law gives donors the option 
of claiming the deduction a year early. Contact Executive  
Director Katie Loughary (kloughary@allsouls.ws) if you  
plan to take the early deduction so she can remove the  
donation from your 2010 contribution statement. Otherwise, 
your contribution will appear on your 2010 contribution 
statement. You do not need a receipt from All Souls unless 
you contributed $250 or more.  

First quarter pledge/
contribution statements 
will be distributed in late 
April. This year the state-
ments will be emailed,  

attached as a PDF file that you may print or view as desired.  
If you do not have an email address on file, your statement  
will be printed and posted to you. There are several benefits  
to using email: you will receive your statement faster, you will 
help our green goal of reducing paper and ink usage, and you 
will save the church money. If you would prefer your state-
ment by post rather than email, you may opt out by sending  
an email to info@allsouls.ws or calling the church at 202-332-
5266 and leaving a message with the front desk. Go green! 

Finances  

mailto:mike.giordano.msw@gmail.com
https://mail.allsouls.ws/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religious_naturalism
https://mail.allsouls.ws/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religious_naturalism
mailto:ruel.eskelsen@gmail.com
http://www.jpduua.org/
mailto:c.wool@verizon.net
mailto:downhillhiker@gmail.com
mailto:robertwfreeman@hotmail.com
mailto:downhillhiker@gmail.com
mailto:kloughary@allsouls.ws
mailto:info@allsouls.ws


10  

 

Sunday, May 9. This year marks the 27th annual Mothers' Day Plant Sale at All Souls Church. Those who wish to start 
plants for the Plant Sale, now is the time to get seeds in the ground. Contact Bob Freeman (301-656-0948).  

Order out of chaos: the All Souls Archives Group  
By Robert Trautman 

When the Archives Group began its work eight years ago, leaders Molly and Bob Freeman were 
confident that the church building held most of the records recounting the story of the 189-year-old 
All Souls. The question was, however, where exactly? Over months and years, they searched three 
floors of cubby-holes and closets, offices and meeting rooms. Records had been stashed everywhere. 

But now, order is emerging from chaos. 

The story of the archives starts with long-time church administrator Laurence Staples, who served 
ministries from Ulysses B. Pierce (1901ð1943) to Duncan Howlett (1958ð1968). The archival 
work of collecting, sorting, and filing was continued by Emily Wiggins. Sadly, the history of the  
archives includes the flood of 1995, which destroyed many records. Spared, however, were those  
in the four well-organized file cabinets maintained by Ms. Wiggins. Those cabinets formed the  
nucleus of the archival work now going on. 

The post-flood documents had been takenñdumped is more accurateñto a basement room and left virtually  
unorganized. Others were òstoredó on the 22 steps between the sanctuary and basement, four boxes to a step.  
Over time, many boxes tumbled down, covering the floor with waves of All Souls history. 

Today, the records are in a new archives room in the basement, which has four shelving units, 20 file cabinets, and a 
recently donated horizontal cabinet for oversized papers, photographs, and architectural drawings. Archival lighting 
has been installed to lessen deterioration of already old and fragile papers. Much of the papers, books, photographs, 
architectsõ drawings, and newspaper clippings have been sorted, labeled, and filed away according to a cataloging  
system devised by the Freemans, but many documents remain. Working hard to complete the job are the Freemans, 
their band of, over the years, 90 volunteer archivists, and a stream of American and Catholic University graduate  
students in library, archives, and preservations studies. 

The goal of the project is to make the story of All Souls permanent and available to anyone who wants to study the 
church, from its buildings to its ministers and their sermons, from its spiritual life to its social justice outreach in the 
community around 16th and Harvard and the world beyond. 

The Silver Souls were the first to make significant use of the archives when they incorporated photographs and  
documents in the exhibit The Ministersõ Journey Towards Social Justice (currently on view along the hallways on the  
lower level and on the website). Rev. Bruce T. Marshall combed the archives for his just-published Unitarians and 
Universalists in Washington DC, which tells the story of All Souls and the regional churches it helped establish.  
Rev. Mark Morrison-Reed came to research the upcoming sequel to Black Pioneers in a White Denomination, and  
an American University doctorial student found valuable documentation about the redevelopment of 14th Street 
from U to Park after the 1968 rioting that followed the assassination of Dr. King. 

The archivists are categorizing a plethora of material, including orders of service, weekly and monthly newsletters, 
sermons, minutes of the Board of Trustees and its committees and subcommittees, Beckner Fund grant applications, 
religious education programs, Maureen Mullinerõs in-depth collection of papers relating to Rev. David Eatonõs  
ministry, and documents that recount the lay life of the church, from fundraisers to stage presentations. 

Is the Archives Groupõs work nearing an end? Yes and no. Much has been sorted and filed. But history, by its very 
nature, goes on. As time passes, new records accumulate. And so, the archival work goes on. 

H
is

to
ry

 



11  

 

Thank you, 
Shana, 

for all the gifts 
given and  
received.  


